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f REDERIC   LATIMER: 

OR,    THt 

H  I  S  T  O  R  Y 
V-OUNG   MAN   OF  FASHION. 

CHAP.    XX. 

r  REDiRic,  in  a  few  da'ys,  began  the 
ccconomlcal  arrang;ements  which  the 
£.!tcration  in  his  circnmftanccs  re- 
4]uiriid.  TiiC  reafon  prevciited  his  re- 
gretting the  abandonment  of  thoic 
iuxLiries  to  which  he  iuid  been  accir!  • 
toaied,  and  the  change  never  coft 
him  a  f  gh.  He  removed  to  ciieapei 
loci-in.c-?  no  lon^e;  treouented  the 
dinaier  club:^  to  Vv'hich  he  belonged, 
VOL.  i.i  I.  V.  find 
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and  difmiffed  his  fcrvant.     By  thefe 
retrenchments  he  endeavoured  to  re- 
medy the  diminution  of  his  income. 
As  he  avoided  pubhc  places  on  ac- 
count of  the  expence,  the  only  amufc- 
ments  of  which  he  partook  were  the 
alTembhes  of  women  of  fafinon,   at 
which,  on  account  of  his   birth,  his 
elegant  figure,  and  his  profeiTion,  he 
was  aKvays  a  welcome  gueft.      He 
was   dining  one  day  at  the   Guard^ 
when  he  was  a/ked  by  a  borther  offi- 
cer if  he  was  poing  to  Mrs.  Bumton's 
ball.     *'  No,"   kiid   Frederick,    "  i 
*^  am  not  invited."     "   Then,"   con- 
tinued   the    oiTiCer,     "     I     fu]  pole 
"you    are    an    old    acoualntance." 
*'  By  no  means,"  anfwcred  Latimer, 
who  imilcd  wish  afloni:hn:e::t  at  the 
reafon  ailiirned.  ''  1  never  even  lav/ 

''  the 
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"  the  lady."  *'  If  you  are  really  in 
*'  earnefl,"  rejoined  the  firfl  fpeakcr, 
"  I  will  introduce  you.  But  Is  it 
"  poflible  that  you  have  not  heard  oi 
*'  the  fyftem  introduced  this  winter 
**  by  a  fet  of  people  whom  wc  call, 
*'  Ti.s  Nezv  Eu^Ianders.  rich  vul- 
"  gar?,  who  kindly  crani  the  fliihion- 
*'  able  world  with  green  p'/as,  Frencli 
"'beans,  llra.vberries,  pir.e  -  apj'iv-, 
■''  and  per.clies  at  Chriftmas,  on  the 
"  calV  condition  of  n^iHaking  their 
■*'  fplendid  !]0'u(c3  for  taverns  and 
""^  hotels  which  they  good-ncitnrc^lly 
"  empty  of  their  own  friends  to  make 
*'  ro^jm  f.)r  cur's  -  Society  has  un- 
"  dLigonc  a  total  revolution,  rmd 
*'  IS  now  divided  i'-to  the  inv;t''>vs 
^'  t!;e   invited,  a-d   t:;e  oivcrr.     Tlie 
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*'  and  idlenefs  the  fecond,  and  tradt 
"  the  laft.  This  Mrs.  Bumton  was 
"  the  perfon  who  introduced  this  very 
*'  ufeful  arrangement,  at  a  moment 
"  when  increafing  taxation  w^as  hkely 
*'  to  have  baniflied  gaiety  from  the 
"  circles  of  hihAon;  and  as  her  hit- 
*'  tory  may  perhaps  entertain  you, 
*'  I  will  give  it  to  you.  —  I  inculd 
*'  begin  w^ith  telling  you,  that  her 
*'  family  confiils  of  hi^rfelf  and  throe 
*'  nieces. 

'"'  This  refpeclable  Lady  is  the 
*'  maiden  filter  of  an  Irilli  adven- 
*•*  turer.  whofe  early  fituation  in  life 
"  was  the  humble  capacity  of  a  foot- 
*'  boy.  He  next,  I  know.not  by  what 
"  fortunate  accident,  became  a  filver- 
"  Imitli  in  Dublin,  tl:cn  broke,  aiid 
*■'  weiit  on  board  a  Guinea- man.    In 
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"  fome  of  his  expeditions  to  the  Wed 
"  Indies,  he  procured  the  appoint- 
"  ment  of  tajk-mafier  on  a  plantation, 
*^  to  which  his  difpofition- was  admi- 
"  rably  calculated,  and  was  at  length 
"  named  overfeer  of  the  fame  cftatc. 
*'  His  employer  died.  The  widow, 
"  to  whom  he  left  his  whole  fortune, 
"  became  enamoured  of  her  tliber- 
"  nian  agent  j  and  as  he  had  no  ob- 
''  jection  to  her  property,  though 
"  Ticr  perfon  was  not  very  tempting, 
*'  the  union  took  pb.ce.  Tlic  lady 
"  did  not  long  live  to  enjoy  tlie  hap- 
"  pinefs  (he  expected  in  tiie  arms  of 
"  her  fecond  huiband.  The  ill-na- 
'*  tured  world  report  tliat  Mr.  Rum- 
"  ton,  v\{z'\  to  the  (Uicipilne  of  tiic 
•'  ilavcs,  had,  by  extending;  tha:  iy}- 
'*  tern  to  his  wite,  (hortencd  the  (iays 
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of  his  former  miftrels.  Be  that  as 
it  may,  he  remained  mafter  of  her 
riciics,  and  foon  returned  to  his 
native  country,  to  di^^lay  the 
Ipiendor  of  aiimence  where  he  had 
long  experienced  the  ciiiiling  blafts 
of  poverty.  On  his  arrival  in  Irc^ 
]and,  he  enquired  for  his  lifter,  the 
iady  in  c|U£ftlon,  and  iojnd  that 
ilie  had  not  advanced  beyond  the 
iituatioii  in  which  he  left  her,  that 
of  cook  an.l  houfekeeper  in  a  gen- 
tleman's f:ini:ly.  He  removed  her 
Irom  thence,  and  placing  iier  ai 
the  head  of  Ids  table,  brought 
liome  from,  tbe  p^arlfn  fch.oal,  where 
ihey  had  hirlxrto  been  educated, 
[lis  three  ciauglitcrs  by  a  form.cv 
'  mariiiige,  and  onlercd  that  they 
'  ihculd  be  given  every  kind  of  in- 
*  "ibuaion, 
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**'  itrudion.  He  only  lived  long 
*'  enough  to  make  thefe  afrange- 
"  ment?,  and  foon  after  died,  leaving 
"  tiis  v;  hole 'of  his  property  to  be 
"  divided  amongti  thefe  girls,  only 
*'  'iabjed  to  an  annuity  for  life  to 
**  their  aunt,  to  whofc  guidance  and 
*'  proteaion  he  cnlrufted  them, 
"  ?.Ir- ,  Bumton,  for  lb  ilv^  difcreetly 
"  called  hcrleif  thoujii  unmarried, 
••  iouizd  Dublin  too  near  the  feat 
"  of  her  former  occupations  to  aflbrd 
"  her  an  early  agreeable  refidonce. 
*'  S::e  r-:movcd  to  London  with  her 
''  rijccs  ;  and  atier  having  tiicni 
'^  i^;u^ht  tliehahi'jnablc  accomDHdi- 
''  ruenls  et  muHc,  drawing  and  danc- 
"  Irg,  f)r  j/;e  u^:rj:v:d  llUyuiLVc  cv. 
''  i.i::.t:h  thdlr  i.Jh:^  (he  was  ex- 
-  rr.m^''-  :ui:d-u'.   t!>;;t  :!iev  Ihould 


8  FREDERIC       LATIMER. 

**  be  introduced  into  the  world  with 
**  edat.     The  vulgarity  of  her  man- 
"  ner,  and  the  recoUedion  of  her  for- 
"  mer  fituation,  which  was  yet  frefli 
**  in  the   memory  of  many  perfons 
"  living,  were  much  againft  the  prac- 
"  ticability    of    this    plan.      Being 
"  known  to  be  proficients  in  muiic, 
"  they  were  at   firfl  only  invited  to 
**  the  fupper-partics  of  amateurs,  and 
*'  wera   more    than  once   taken  ior 
"  profeffional    fingers.      By    degrees 
"  they     were     admitted     into     the 
*'^  iioafcs    of    fomc    pcrfon^    of   re- 
''  ipcdability,    who,    adniidng    the 
*'  beauty  and  the  talents  of  the  girls. 
**  on  their  account  put  v.p  vvitli  tlio 
''  vulgarity,   tlic  igntirance,  and  the 
'■■''  purfc- proud  familial  it  7  of  theauni. 
'■'  I'his  did  not  fatibfy  the  ambition  of 
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*'  Mrs.  Bumton,  flie  wilhed  now  to 
"  fee  her  nieces  prefented  at  court, 
"  and  received  into  the  higher  circles 
"  of  falliion.     As  (lie  was  not  with- 
"  out  art,  (lie  contrived,  by  incefianC 
"  attentions,  and   frequent  prefenta 
"  of    rum,    fweetmeats,   and   Weft 
"  Indian  peppers,  to  procure  the  no- 
"'  tice  of  afuperannuated  Dovv^agcrof 
"  quality.     At  length  flie  ventured 
"  to  propofe  to  her  the  introdudion 
"  of  her  nieces  at  St.  James's.    Lady 
"  Cambridge,  who  knew  their  whole 
"  hifiory,  Imiled  at  the  idea,  but  con- 
"  ftantly  prelled,  flattered,  and  en- 
''  treated,  at   lad  confcnted.    They 
'•'  were    prefented,    reputed    to    l)e 
'•  great    fortunes,    and    their  drciTes 
"  defcribcd  at  length  in  the  papers 
'■'  of  the  following  day.     ?»Ii-s.  F.um- 

"  len 
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ton  took  a  large  houfe,  furnifiicd 
it  with  great  magnificence,  and  pre- 
pared to  give  lumptuous  enter- 
tainments. The  Dowager  was  again 
confulted  about  the  company 
who  were  to  be  afccd,  and  when  (he 
mentioned,  as  the  Cv:>ridition  of  her 
interference,  that  M''s,  Bumton 
Hiould  Grive  lid  all  her  former  ac- 
c}uaintance,  flic  found  herperfeclly 
wiiiing  to  con:p!y  wit'i  the  pro- 
polah  Lady  Cambridge  then 
dci2:ned  to  iiitroduce  moft  of  her 
noble  frk'nd.s,  who,  tempted  by  the 
profpe6t  of  the  eieg:i;u  balls  tlieir 
excnions  were  to  produce,  became 
recruiting  o'liccrs  in  the  f:rvicc. 
WhiUf  the  pcrlbns  who  had  t)rigi" 
ginally  received  Mrs.  Bumton,  and 
her    niece^j   with   holpitaliiv    and 

uiiiCinCi^, 
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"  klnclnpfs,  and  at  whole  houfes  they 
"  were  firft  obferved,  were  excluded 
'  from  the  lift  of  the  invited,  thcfe 
'  dignified  ambaffadors  were  en- 
'  treated  to  diftribute  her  cards  with 
'  Uberal  hand.  By  thefe  means 
'  (lie  at  laft  had   the   fatisfaction  of 

*  drawing  together  more  perfons  of 
'  fadiicn  than  had  ever  yet  been  ieen 

*  ill  a  private  room ;   and  her  {irft 

*  bail  ])rcicntcd  the  then  lingular 
'  p.li;tM:onienon  (now  become  com- 
'  luon  l)y  repetition)  of  an  allcmbly, 
'  m  vvh'.eli  not  one  ncrion,  tl:e  Dow- 
'  ager  excepted,  knew  the  ladies  of 
'  the  houle.  rr'miportc.  tlicir  ohjcLT 
'  was  anrwerccl,  every  body  was  of 

''  courle  introduced  to  tlicm,  every 
"  body  laugl'-ed  at  tlieii:;,  but  every 
''  body  was  cxirem-Iy  civil. 

"  Thl-? 
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"  This  is  the  fecond  ball;  and  as  the 
"  young  ladies,  as  well  as  their  aunt, 
"  are  grown  finer  than  ever,  they 
"  have  already  made  diftinitions 
"  amongu  their  new  acquaintance. 
"  Some  hx  or  fevcn  CGmmoncrs  crept 
"  into  the  number  of  the  company 
"  lad  invited.  This  is  a  Jifgrace 
"  which  the  filler  and  daughiers  of 
*'  a  Wefl  Indian  tailc-mafter  are  de- 
"  termined  not  to  endure,  and  tlieir 
"  party,  to-night,  freed  from  tlie 
"  impurity  ot  plebeian  intruiion,  is 
"  to  be  pu.-2ly  patrician  !  Indeed,  if 
*'  you  ncre  not  a  fprig  of  ncbilitv 
"  1  fiiGiiid  not  venture  to  introduce 
"  you."  h'lcderic  laughed  licartiiy 
at  this  deicnptlon,  and  readily  ac- 
cepted the  Oiler  of  his  friciid.  At 
twelve    o'clock,    ior   it  vouid   have 
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been  an  offence  to  fuppofe  that  Mrs. 
:Burn.ton's  ball  could  begin  at  aa 
•i^arlier  hour,  they  drove  to  her  houfc 
in  Grofvenor  Square.  As  the  officer, 
who  was  himlelf  the  brother  of  a 
peer,  took  care,  in  introducing  La- 
timer, to  add,  "  of  the  Coldftream, 
*'  nephew  to  Lord  CrefTey,  and  Ton 
•*'  of  the  Duchefs  of  Annan,"  he  was 
niofl;  gracioufly  received  both  by  the 
.aunt  and  the  young  ladies.  Fre- 
deric could  fcarcely  keep  his  counte- 
nance, as  he  made  his  bow  to  the 
fjrmcr.  LIcr  hiftory  was  called  to 
his  rccolkctiQn  by  every  motion.  She 
'.vas  Lit,  coarlc,  awkward,  and  gave 
.pcnccily  the  idea  of  a  man  in  petti- 
.coats.  She  returned  the  addixflcs  of 
Jicr  conr^xmy  with  a  condefccnding 
.nod  cf  protection;  which  flic  fup{;ofcd 

th- 
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the  height  of  fafhionable  eafe.  Her 
nieces  had  not  her  vulgarity,  but 
they  fhared  her  vanity,  and  were  as 
anxious  as  (he  was  to  be  confidered 
the  very  quintelTence  of  tafte  and 
haiit  ion.  They  were  all  three  ele- 
gantly d relied,  and  fcenicd  to  have 
ipared  no  pains  in  -rendering  thcm- 
felves  the  counterparts  ol  th.eir  noble 
vifitors.  The  eideftvvas  really  j^retty, 
and  Latimer  put  no  rcfbvaint  on  his 
'(ncjin:itions  in  afking  her  to  dance, 
an  attention,  he  thought,  due  to  her 
at  her  ovvn  houfe.  Thegi-er.t  cbjed: 
of  thcle  balls  was  to  marry  the  young 
ladies  to  men  cf  rank,  for  tiieir  for- 
tune rendered  them  indifTc'vnt  as  to 
money  ;  his  requefl  tliereforc  was  rea- 
dily granted,  as  the  wiHicd-tor  pre- 
lude to  u  ix;Gre  intimate  acquaintance. 

Freder;'. 
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Frederic  found  her  converflition  not 
very  interefting,  but  this  was  a  cir- 
cumflance  to  which  he  was  too  much 
accuriomed,at  affcmbiiesof  this  kind, 
to  be  either  f-arprifed  or  difappointed. 
He  was  higi.ly  amufed  with  the  dif- 
ferent remarks  of  the  perfons,  who 
were  introduced  to  Mifs  Bumtcn, 
and  !ie  had  fome  diinculty  in  reirain- 
-ir/^  irom  laughter.  One  lady,  after 
compliment uig  her  on  the  beauty  of 
her  lioufe,  and  tiie  elegance  of  the 
ball,  turned  on  her  licel,  and  in  a 
loud  whifper  exclaimed,  "  Did  you 
^'  ever  kc  iuch  a  lumj)  of  aiTeclation? 
"  They  are  altcfyether  the  mofh  ridi- 
■"  culous  family  in  London."  —  A 
ncJb'e  duke,  not  in  the  i^rime  of  lite, 
juad.;  his  bow,  retired  one  {lc[),  c'rev/ 
out  his  opera  glais;  and  declared  lier, 

aucr 
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after  an  examination  of  five  minutes, 
*'  to  be  tolerably  paffable."  A  dafn- 
ing  young  man  of  high  ton,  drelFed 
in  a  tightly-buttoned  coat,  apparently 
fupported  by  (lays,  low-collared  cape, 
fhort  waifl,  and  puckered  Heeves,  Iris 
hair  twifted  with  ftudied  negligence 
in  a  thouland different  ringlets  over  his 
forehead,  after  accofting  her  with  great 
familiarity,  turned  round  to  Latimer, 
and  afked  "  if  flie  was  not  one  of  the 
'*  girls  of  the  houfc  r"  adding,  "  I 
"  think  i  cannot  be  wrong,  fne  a'p- 
**  pears  fo  airfed/y  on  the  loo'k-out.'" 
"  Why,  1  thought  from  your  man- 
**  ner,"  faid  Frederic,  "  you  were 
"  very  intimate  with  her."  "  By  no 
*'  means,"  re'jlicdtiie  gallant  yourh, 
*'  J  never  law  her  hciore  this  evening, 
*'  and  0!i'y  went  ■'.■:p  to  Iicr  now  to 
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*'  fee  whether  ihe  was  or  was  not 
"  handfome.  I  am  told  flie  is  damned 
*'  rich, '  and  wants  a  hufband  of 
"  failiion;  I  fhould  have  no  objec- 
"  tion  to  take  her  myfelf,  if  that  aunt 
"  was  not  fo  confoundedly  vulgar.'* 
He  then  flared  Mifs  Bumton  once 
more  in  the  face,  and  walked  off. 

Another  youth,  of  equal  ftile,  and 
equal  impudence,  throwing  himfelf 
back  in  an  arm  chair  with  happy 
nonchalencey  called  out  to  one  of  the 
waiters,  and  afked  if  he  had  long  been 
in  the  family;  and  being  anfvvered  in 
the  affirmative,  "  Tell  me,  my  good 
fellow,"  continued  he,  "  which  of 
''  your  young  ladies  do  you  recom- 
"  mend  ?  I  have  a  mind  to  marry 
*'  one  of  them,  and  want  your  ad- 
*'  vice."     The  man,  elevated  by  the 

VOL.  III.  c  queftion, 
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queftlon,  put  down  the  negus  he  was 

carrying,  and  afluming  an  air  of  con- 

fequence,     "  Sir,"  faid  he,  "*'  all  the 

"  Mifs  Bumtons  are  grand  and  fine 

"  enough  to  be  duchelTes ;  but  if  I 

"  may  be  bold  enough  to  fpeak  my 

"  mind,  the  youngeft,  I  (ay,  for  my 

"  money.    She  is  but  fixteen  ;  to  be 

;*'  furc  five  years  are  along  time  to 

*'  waiti  but  then  your  honour  knows 

'*'  the  favings  will  be  double."    *'  By 

"God!"  replied  the  lordling,  "you 

■  "  are  right.     I  will  take  your  advice, 

.''  and  poftpone  my  declarations  till 

'•  Hie  is  of  age." 

Before  Latimer  had  fmiflied  his 
two  dancer,  fuppcr  was  announced, 
iind  he  had  the  honour  of  lianding 
his  fair  partner  to  her  feat.  He  there 
found  Mrs,  Bumton  in  great  diilrcfr.. 

The 


FREDERIC.    LATIMER.  l^ 

,The  places  deftlned  for  her  mod  il- 
luftrious  vlfitors  were  already  occu- 
pied by  foQie  of  the  lefs  diftinguiilied 
part  of  the  company.     She  in  vain 
informed  them.,  that  the  duchefs  of 
this,  and    the  marchionefs  of  that, 
were  not  yet  feated.     She  expedled 
that  they,  petrified,  like  herfelf,  by 
■fuperior    rank,    would   immediately 
have  refigned  their  comfortable  fitua- 
tions  at  the  table.     In  this  hope  (lie 
was  fadly  difappointed,  and  the  only 
anhvers   flie   received  were,    "  I  am 
"  extremely  forry,  it  is  indeed  very 
''  unfortunate,  what  can  be  done  ?" 
She  vented   her  Indignation  by  de- 
claring'  flic  would   never   an;ain    afk 
fiich  ill-bivd   people    to  her  hou^c ; 
iiTiU  cntciiaincd  the  ladies  in  queflion 
c  2  both 
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both  with  her  anger  and  her  apo- 
logies. 

After  flipper  the  dancing  recom-' 
menced,  and  the  company  did  not 
feparate  till  a  very  late  hour,  Fre- 
deric had  occafion  this  evening  to 
repeat  a  remark  which  had  often 
flruck  him  in  fuch  parties.  Every 
body  had  -called  this  a  "  good  ball," 
yet  there  was  little  dancing,  no 
gaiety,  extreme  heat,  much  crowding, 
and  fcarcely  any  apparent  pleafure. 
In  what  then  did  this  goadnefs  con- 
fift  ?  in  the  number  of  titled  perfons, 
whofe  names,  each  individual's  va- 
nity was  flattered  in  being  able  to 
couple  with  his  own  the  following  day, 
though  many  of  them  were  as  no- 
torious for  every  breach  cf  decency, 

virtur. 
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Virtue,  ,and  morality,  as  they  were 
elevated  in  rank.  Such  is  falliion- 
able  life  1  Such  are  the  amulements  of 
refined  fociety  ! 

Though  Frederic  thouglit  little 
more  of  Mifs  Bumton,  llie  liad  not 
received  the  common  attentions,  h.t 
rhouo,ht  it  ridit  that  evening  to  fiicw 
her,  with  indifference.  Mis  handfomc 
perfun,  his  elegant  manner,  and  hi^ 
near  alliance  with  two  families  oi  elc- 
\ated  rank,  rendered  him  in  cxxry 
refpcc't  an  object  worthy  her  :ur.~ 
bition.  ilcr  aunt  approved  the 
thought,  and  determined  to  cultivaii.- 
die  intimii'jy  by  every  m.eans  in  her 
power.  I^atimer  wa-;  favoi'rcd  with 
rcj-icatcd  invitations  to  parnes.  fup- 
pers,  concerts,  and  dinners.  Thoi:^2;h 
no  man  w:i.s  leB  vain,  it  wa^  imprn- 

C  ;  1■,V•^ 
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fible  for  him  to  miftake  the  marked 
civilities  of  Mrs.  and  Mifs  Bumton, 
and  his  friends  began  to  joke  him  on 
his  fucccfs. 

Frederic  was  in  circumftances,  in 
which  no  one  but  himfelf  could  have 
refifted  fucli  a  temptation.  Reduced 
to  a  miferable  pittance,  a  fine  young 
girl,  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds, 
fecmed  to  folicit  his  acceptance.  La- 
timer was  very  different  from  the  reft 
of  the  world  ;  romantic  and  generous 
in  all  his  idea?,  he  held  it  criminal  to- 
ofier  hJs  hand  where  his  heart  could 
not  accompany  it,  and  he  fpurncd 
the  intercftcd  "cafons  on  which  this 
match  was  recommended.  Charlotte 
too  !  the  injured  Charlotte,  was  flill 
prcfcnt  in  liis  mind  ;  and  though  he 
could   not  natter  himfcif  with  ever 

afi)irina: 
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afpirlng  to  call  her  his,  after  the  guilty 
\'iolation  of  his  engagement  in  the 
cafe  of  Lady  Ann,  yet  he  determined 
never  to  repeat  the  offence  ;  and  he 
felt  a  fecret  rapture  in  fwearlng  fide- 
lity to  one  from  whom  he  dared  not 
hope  a  return.  Urged  by  thefe  mo- 
tives, he  avoided  the  fociety  of  the 
Bumtons,  and  fent  excufes  to  their 
liever-ceafing  invitations. 


c  4 
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CHAP.       XXI» 

At  the  moment  when  Frederic  de*- 
cUned  this  advantageous  marriage,  his 
pecuniary  affairs  were  at  the  lowed 
ebb.  He  found  that,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  fyftem  of  oeconomy  which 
he  had  adopted,  notwithftanding  the 
facrifices  he  had  made  and  the  ex- 
pences  he  had  avoided,  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  him  to  hve  on  his  re- 
duced income  whilfl  he  continued  in 
the  Guards.  Thus  circumftanced,  he 
determined  to  exchange  into  a 
marching  regiment,  and  by  ferving 
'  his  countr}'  abroad,  to  render  him- 
lelt    of    fomc  ufc  to  fociety.      He 

caHIy 
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eafily  gained  permiffion  to  purchafe 
a  company  in  an  old  corps  ordered 
to  the  Weft  Indies.  His  commiffion. 
was  figned,  and  every  preparation 
made  for  his  departure,  when  he  re- 
ceived a  note  from  the  Duchefs  of 
Annan,  acquainting  him  that  her  fon, 
the  Marquis  of  Dunkeld,  was  taken 
fuddenly  ill,  and  that  (he  entreated 
him  to  poftpone  his  voyage.  Frederic 
was  both  furpiifed  and  alarmed  at 
this  intelligence  ;  he  had,  only  the 
night  before,  taken  his  leave  of  the 
Duke  and  Duchefs,  and  his  brother 
was  then  in  perfeft  health,  preparing 
for  a  child's  bail  given  by  the  Duchefs 
of  Pairbam.  He  immediately  went' 
to  Annan-Houfe,  and  found  the 
family  in  great  rxgitation  :  he  en- 
quired for  Lord  Dunkeld  >  the  houfe- 

flcward. 
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fteward,  a  venerable  old  man,  fhodk' 
his  head.  "  Heavens!"  cried  Frederic, 
*'  what  has  happened  ?  explain  this 
"  dreadful  filence!"  "Ah,Sir,"replied 
he,  "can  you  believe  it,  my  poor 
"  young  Lord  is  no  more  ;  laft  night 
"  he  was  as  well  as  you  are,  in  the 
"heyday  of  youth  and  fpirits ;  he 
"  now  lies  a  lifeleis  corpfe !  he  heated 
"  himfelf  at  the  ball,  to  which  he 
"  was  going  when  you  were  here,  and 
"  afterwards  ate  too  plentifully  of 
"  ice.  He  felt  himfelf  indifpofed,- 
"  and  was  brought  home :  a  phy- 
"  fician  was  fent  for ;  every'  affiflance 
"  was  given  in  vain ;  all  night  he 
"■was  in  excruciating  agonies  j  the 
"  fever  encreafed  every  moment ;  he 
"  became  delirious,  and  at  length,  one 
"  hour  fince,  died  in  thcfc  arms !" 

The 


FREDERIC      LATIMSR.  2*/ 

The  old  man  fobbed  as  he  finlihed 
this  (ad  tale;  and  Frederic,  no  lefs 
afFecled,  was  for  fome  moments  in- 
fenfible :  roufed,  at  laft,  to  recollec- 
tion, he  enquired  for  his  mother,  and 
learned  that  ilie  was  in  the  utmoft 
defpair.  She  had  afked  for  him  more 
than  once;  he  obeyed  the  painful 
fummons,  and  was  fliewn  to  her 
apartment.  The  Ducbefs  of  Annan, 
whofe  feelings  were  always  violent, 
was  giving  way  to  licr  grief,  tearing 
her  hair,  and  witli  frantic  ileps  pacing 
the  room  :  wlien  (lie  faw  Frederic 
(lie  flew  into  his  arms,  and  feemed  to 
eafe  her  heart  in  weeping  on  his- 
bofom.  Latimer,  little  uicd  to  fo  af- 
fectionate an  addreis  from  his  motlier, 
was  furprifed,  and  trembled  left  he 

fnould 
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fhould  offend  In  returning  her  em- 
brace :  "  Oh,  Frederic !  faid  flie, 
"  you  are  now  my  only  Ton,  for  God's 
**  fake  do  not  leave  me  1" 

Latimer  fighed,  and  was  filent. 

"  Heavens,"  cried  the  Duchefs, 
*'  you  do  not  furely  perfevere  in  your 
*'  mad  plan  of  going  to  the  Well 
"  Indies?"  "  I  wiOi,  Madam,"  re- 
plied Frederic,  "  fince  you  defire  it, 
*'  that  It  were  poffible  to  ftay ;  unfor- 
*'  tunately  It  does  not  depend  on 
*'  me  ;  the  regiment  is  already  on 
«'  board  of  fliip." 

"  What  does  that  fignify  ?  rcfign 
*'  your  commiifion  ;  it  can  be  ot  iio 
"  importance  to  you  now." 

"  Confider,  Madan:,  my  honour." 

"  Talk  not   to   m^e   of  honour  !" 
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fried  the  terrified  mother,  "  filial 
**  duties  fupercede  all  others,  and  I 
"  command  you  not  to  go.'* 

Frederic  knew  the  violence  of  her 
temper  too  well  to  difpute  her  wilhes 
thus  pofitively  expreffed ;  and  as  her 
prefent  fituation  required  delicacy, 
he  determined  to  alTume  the  ap- 
pearance of  concefiion,  though  he 
was  refolved  that  no  confideration 
Ihculd  make  him  difgrace  his  cha- 
rafter  by  deferting  the  fervice  he  had 
chofen.  Thinking  (he  had  fucceeded, 
ihe  became  more  calm,  and  he  left 
her  tolerably  compofed.  Though 
Frederic  fmcerely  pitied  the  heavy 
misfortune  which  the  Duchefs  of 
Annan  had  experienced,  he  could  not 
help  viewing  with  aflonifhment  the 
iiKonfifleHcy  of  her  condu6l  towards 

himfelf ; 
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himfelfj    only    two    days   ago,   fhc 
heard  of  his  intended  departure  for 
the  Weft  Indies   with   inditFerence, 
and   out  of  the  fuperfluity   of   her 
wealth,  offered   not  a  fmall  addition 
to  his  income,   which   would   have 
rendered  the  exchange   unnecefTary. 
She  now  viewed  his  voyage  with  the 
utmofl   horror,    and    was   ready   to 
make  any  facrifice  to  prevent  it.  Was 
it  affeftion  or  pride  which  didated 
her  condudl  ?    It  was  true  that  in 
this  interval  Hie  had  loft  her  favourite 
fon  ;  but  had  flie  loved  him  with  the 
tendernefs  which  became  a  parent, 
could   flie  ever  have  made   the  dif- 
linction  ?   It  was  clear  that  he  owed 
the  intereft  which  flie  now  cxprcffcd 
for  him  to   the  latter  motive;  and 
Ihc,    probably,  l^ad   already  formcu 

ibiiic 
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Tome  ambitious  hopes  of  raifmg  up  a 
new  family  in  him. 

When  Frederic  made>  thefe  reflec- 
tion?,  he    felt    lefs  inclination  than 
before  to  negleft  his  duty  in  com- 
:pliance  with  her  wiQies.     He  ftayecl 
three  days  longer  in  London,  and  then 
finding  that  her  fpirits  began  to  he 
compofed  (for,  as  Vv'e  mentioned  be- 
fore, her  grief,  exceffive  at  firft,  was 
never  of  long  continuance)  he  wrote 
to   the  Duke  of  Annan,   entreating 
liim  to  explain  his  conduft,  and,  a 
.few   hours  after,    fet    fail   with   his 
.regiment  for  the  V/eft  Indies, 
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CHAP.    XXII. 

After  a  tempeftuous  voyage,  Fre- 
deric and  his  men  reached  the  ifland 
of  Martinique,  to  which  they  were 
deftined.  They  were  immediately  fent 
on  a(5live  fervice,  and  Latimer  had 
more  thaft  one  opportunity  of  dif- 
tinguifliing  himfelf.  In  every  attempt 
of  danger,  he  was  always  foremoft, 
and  he  frequently  volunteered  a  for- 
lorn hope.  Nothing  could  be  more 
fevere,  than  the  duty  which  the  mili- 
tary were  called  upon  to  perform;  ex- 
pofed  to  the  noon-day  fun  of  that 
burning  climate,  harralfed  by  troops 
ufed  to  the  country,  and  their  num- 
bers every  hour  diminifhcd  by  fick- 
9  nefs 
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nefs  or  death,  it  required  the  mod 
dauntlefs  fpirit,  the  mod  unflmkea 
■fortitude,  and  the  ftrongeil  conflitu- 
tion,  to  endure  the  evils  which  fur- 
rounded  them.  Frederic,  naturally 
robuft,  adive,  and  courageous,  bore 
-the  fatigues  of  duty  and  the  dangers 
of  war,  with  unexampled  heroifm  , 
but  liis  heart  was  not  callous  to  the 
mifery  of  others,  and  whilft  fear  was  a 
ftraiigcr  to  his  brcafl",  he  was  dee{)ly 
affecled  by  the  conilant  fccnes  of  de- 
folation,  death  and  dileaie,  which  he 
bciield  around  him.  Wh.crevcr  they 
marched,  they  cither  retraced  a  rava- 
ged count rv,  or  themfelve^  were  di- 
•■cclcd  to  dcilrov.  Evcrv  dav,  fome 
oi  then'  body,  v,"orn  out  bv  the  kve- 
voL,  iir.  r>  rity 
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rity  of  the  iervlce,  or  the  heat  of  the 
climate,  found  a  premature  grave. 

At  length,  as  if  they  were  not  al- 
ready fubjefted  to  calamities  of  fufiici- 
ent  cruelty,  the  yellow-fever  appeared 
amongft  the  troops.  Frederic  cxpo- 
fcd  himfelf,  perpetually,  to  tile  at- 
tacks of  this  fatal  diftemper,  by  an  in- 
ccfiant  attention  to  tliole  who  were 
its  victims.  Whilfh  others  fled  the 
tainted  icucli  of  their  con^ipanion-:, 
the  moment  th.e  too  wcll-kno-vvj-i 
ivrnj^toms  appeared,  Latimcrwas  ever 
ready  to  arlbrd  the  fuccours  of  fiiend- 
ll  ■!;■■,  even  to  the  iowefl;  of  Ids  foldiers. 
Yet  from  tlie  goodncfs  of  his  con- 
flitution  and  the  ten:!])erance  of  his 
habits,  h,c  efcaped  the  dire  contagion, 
and  alter  icemg  liali  his  men  and  mod, 

of 
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of  his  brother-officers  carried  off  by 
this  all-devouring  evil,  he  at  length  was 
ordered  Vvith  the  few  effective  men  of 
liis  company  to  leave  Martinique,  and 
to  embark  for  St.  Vincent's.  A  new 
kind  of  warfare  attended  him  in  the 
latter  ifland,  and  he  had  at  once  to 
contend  with  the  intemperance  of  the 
climate,  the  defolarion  of  t!ie  tjver 
wiiich  raged  there  with  equal  violence, 
and  the  lavage  barbarity  of  the  Ciia- 
ribs.  T!!C  remainder  of  his  litrle 
corps  were  gradually  falling  viclims 
to  tlicle  united  dangers,  and  hii  ee- 
ncrous  heart,  driven  to  dc'.pair  by  the 
dailv  lofs  of  liio  dearconipanijn.,  and 
the  outraf:cs  to  liumanity  wliich  lur- 
rounded  him  on  all  I'ldes,  was  almoil 
linking  under  t';c  load  of  care,  whci 
D  2:  lie 
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he  himlelf,  who  had  fo  long  and  io 
fortunately  efcaped,  was  attacked  with 
the  fymptonis  of  this  fatal  diuemper. 
He  foon  became  delirious,  and  loft  all 
recollection  of  what  waspaffino-.  After 
lying  two  days  in  tl'is  ftate,  v.ithout 
ienfe  of  feeling,  he  awoke,  as  it  were, 
from  a  longllecp.  He  tried  to  recol- 
lect where  he  was.  He  had  a  confiued 
lemcmbrance  of  being  ill,  but  all  his 
ideas  were  irnpcrfcd.  He  looked 
anMioufly  round  for  information,  and 
ibiOught  he  beheld  near  his  bed  a 
lace  which  was  familiar  to  him.  Again 
h.e  gazxd  wifl-ifully,  and  at  laft  recol- 
lecting that  the  perfon  whole  coun- 
tenance he  fancied  he  beheld  was  far, 
far difiant, exclaimed  in  adifappointed 
accent,  "  Oh  happy  drcami !  flattering 

"  delufon ' 
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*'  delufion  !  why  did  )'ou  leave  me  ? 
"  I  imap^ined  I  favv  before  me  Edward 
*'  Deering,  what  would  I  not  give  to 
*'  realize  the  phantom  !"  "  No,  Fre- 
"  dcric,"  replied  a  voice  he  thought 
he  could  not  miftake,  "  it  is  no  fic- 
"  tion;  you  fee  your  friend,  no  longer 
"  mifcrablc  fince  you  are  well  enough 
"  once  again  to  recognize  him."  La- 
timer junipcd  from  his  pillow  m  an 
cxilacy  of  jov,  and  Deering  tremb- 
ling f  )r  a  rcla])ie,  with  dlihculty  re- 
ii:rain:;d  his  violjncc.  Alter  uhng 
nrjcli  entrv'aty,  he  at  lail  perluadcd 
him  to  iu'.pcnd  his  curiofity  on  tlic 
lul^ieclot  his  arrival  till  t'lc  n^-xt  da\'. 
Cured  ot  his  chicafe,  aifimated  by  (b.e 
liglit  ot  lb  djar  an  objc^^,  but  vveah- 
cnjd  b'-  the  exertion  lie  had  j.^'oik- 
D  3  th;o.;glK 


3b  FRKDF.  RIC       LATIMER. 

through,  he  fell  into  an  involuntary 
ilumbcr,  and  did  not  awake,  till  a 
late  hour  the  followino;  mornins:. 
.[-le  was  fo  much  refrcOied  by  tlus 
■flee}"),  that  Decnng  no  longer  refuted 
to  account  to-:  his  fudden  appearance. 
"  Shortly  then,  my  dear  Frederic," 
id  he  "  when  I  lieard  of  your  de- 
parture fi'om  lungland,  I  guefled 
thc.caufe,  and  determined  to  fal- 
low vou.  J  waited  however  till  I 
had  procured  the  means  ot  remedy- 
ing the  evil  which  yjiu'  rafh  i-dnd- 
ncls  to  mc  had  occaliuncd.  7\t 
len'Zth  mv  iatlier  received  a  remit- 
:ancc  (•-om  the  ^Vetl  Indies.  [ 
ilew  with  it  to  vour  mcjihcr.  S'.c 
condeirended  to  iee  me.  Herlet- 
"■  Lcr  will   c:qdain   ihc  relt.     J  iiope 


FREDERIC       LATIMER.  39 

you  will  excufe  my  having  actcJ 
for  you  on  this  occalion  without 
your  orders.  When  at  lall  I  h.ad 
ncgoclatcd  the  bufmefs  as  I  vviil^icd, 
and  fecured  your  return  to  Eng- 
land, with  honor,  [  determined  to 
be  myfelf  tlie  nKiienger  ot  an  in- 
telligence, which  I  hoped  would 
give  you  pleafure,  and  in  this  lad 
climale,  to  exprefs  my  gratitude 
be-ore  )OLir  departure.  Alas!  what 
v.e'i'e  Hjy  teelings  in  lindmg  you 
ah".ad\'  attacked  by  the  fatal  rever, 
r.;id  c!e[';rived  of  iu'.iie.  1  lent  im- 
mediately to  my  latlier's  clbue, 
bjitunately  lituatcd  in  this  n;i;-;h- 
bourhcod,  procured  the  little  com- 
io;"ls  which  your  illnet-)  rjcjuiied, 
'  and  the  advice  of  t!:e  vhvA-\vA\  at- 
D  .1  '•  :■::.■'  ;;,! 
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*  tendant  on  the  property.     To  his 

*  ikill,  for  he  has  been  many  years 
'  accuftomed  to  the  climate,  do  I 
'  attribute  your  recovery,  and  I  know 
'  not  how  llifficiently  to  exprcis  my 
'  joy  at  being  thus  the  accidental 
'  caufe  of  your  cfcape." — "  Oh,  Ed- 
'  ward,  how  fliall  I  ihank  you,"  ex- 
claimed the  grateful  Latiiner;   "my 

'  life  faved  by  }'ou  wfil  be   doubly 

'  valuable."' — ''Painmcnot,"rcj)lied 

Deeriiig,  "  by  talking  oftliaiiks^  vou 

'  owe  me  nothing  ;   for  mc  vou   La- 

*  zarucd  this  hual  expedition  j  had 
'  you  falkn,  how  coukl  I  have  for- 
'  given  myielf?  No,  Frederic,  ihe 
'  obligation  is  fijll  cniirclv  on  your 
'  iiilc,  and  bclia-c  me  1  --\er  ihall 
'  lorgct  it." 

When 
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\Vh<:?n  Frederic  was  fufnciently  re- 
covered to  attend  to  buiinefs,  a  packet 
of  letters,  which  Edward  Deering  had 
brouglit  with  him  from  England,  was 
put  into  his  liands.  The  well-known 
writing  of  Mr.  Dare  well  firfb  drew 
liis  attention.  He  ahnofb  feared  to 
open  the  cover.  He  had  both  ex- 
elianqcd  his  re2;iment,  and  fet  out 
lo:  t!ic  Well  Indies,  without  confult- 
ir.giiim  on  the  fubjeCt  ;  and  though 
Ins  ;::otive  was  an  amiable  one,  that 
oi  giving  hun  as  httle  unealinefs  as 
p.i;fnblc,  he  trembled  left  lie  fliould 
liT.ve  coniirued  this  omilhon  into  dif- 
r.:];CLT  and  ingratitude.  The  kind 
ar.ci  a'yeclionate  ftdc  of  his  guardian 
rciL-rring  him  to  his  mother's  letter, 
and   e::tr.ating   hiui  to  return  liome 

as 
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as  ibon  as  poffible,  foon  ealed  his  mind 
on  that  point.  From  the  elder  Deer- 
ing,  from  whom,  as  well  as  his  Ton, 
he  had  concealed  his  voyage,  and  the 
reafon  whicii  occafioned  it,  out  of 
motives  of  delicacy,  he  received  a 
letter  full  of  gratitude,  and  exprefilng 
fiis  full  aoDrobation  of  the  conduct 
of  ICdward,  in  determining  to  leek 
his  friend  and  benetaclor. 

Tiiclc  tributes  of  kind  remembrance 
and  unceahnfr  rcp.ird,  were  welcome 
to  the  heart  of  Frederic,  anci,  united 
to  the  pretence  of  Edward,  v,-v;v  I  lie 
bell  congratulations  Ijc  could  receive 
on  h;s  rccoverv,  lie  next  (}|;env:d 
the  letter  from  his  motiier.  Ir  bcg.;n, 
as  he  cxxcCvcd,  witli  accufiiv?  him  oi 
liis  b:cach  ofpromne,  \n  leavnx;  Ik;::;- 
S  ia;;!. 
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i.mcl.     It  then  ftated,  that  the  death 
of  lord  Dunkcld  had  had   fo  violent 
an  cffccl;  onth^eDuke  of  Annan,  whofe 
licalthi  was  declining  at  the  time,  tliat 
1;.:  haci   grown  wor'fc  every  da}^  and 
t';at    (he    fcarcely  cxpcded    him  to 
ilirvive   the   following  month.     She 
ificn  informed  him,   that  having  en- 
quired, by  the  defire  of  Mr.  Edward 
])cc/;i-/i,    how    he   could    return    to 
I  ji9.;iand    with    mofh    reputation    to 
himiblf,  iiic  was  told  that  promotion. 
at  liome  was  the  belt  and  mofl:  agrec- 
ai~iie  way  by  which  this  purpofe  could 
be  eitl'cccd,   and    in  conlequence  of 
iuch    advice,  by  the  payment    of  a 
birgc  turn  of   money  remitted   to  her 
on  in.-  accour,t  by  Mr.  Deerlng,  lenior, 
a;::;    il^e  exertion  or    much  intcrcfl. 
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(lie  had  fucceeded  in  getting  him  re- 
inflated  in  the  guards,  with  the  rank 
he  now  held  in  the  army.  His  leave 
of  ab fence  was  enclofcd  from  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  the  Duchcfs  en- 
treated h/im  to  return,  with  every 
pOiTiblc  expedition,  to  tlie  fond  arms 
of  an  afFeclionatc  mother.  Tliisvv'as 
the  firft  kind  letter  he  had  ever  re- 
ceived from  his  only  parent,  and 
t;:iough  he  believed  vanity  had  io'aic 
concern  in  her  motives,  he  could  not 
help  feeling  gratilied  at  a  teflimonial 
of  re.Q-ard  from  lo  near  a  relation,  to 
which,  during  all  liis  iormer  life,  he 
had  been  a  iirangcr.  Nor  was  lie 
lefs  happy  in  being  enabled  to  quit, 
with  honour,  the  Well  Ind-e^.  Me 
Ijad  loll  all  the  fi-icr;ds  VnIio  had   ac- 
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companied  him  from  England,  he  was 
difguflied  with  every  thing  around 
him,  and  had  no  objefL  cf  intereft", 
but  thic  phyficlan  who  had  faved  his 
hie  :  with  him,  he  parted  with  re- 
gret ;  hiis  tender  care  left  a  plcafing 
refieclion  on  his  mind,  but  every 
other  circumftance  he  wiilied  to  drive 
from  his  memory. 

He  took  advantage  of  the  firft 
velil-I  wiiich  tailed  for  England  ;  and 
alter  an  ahlence  cf  fifteen  month?,  at 
Icngtii  reached  Briftol  in  fafety,  ac- 
comi)a-iied  by  Edward  Decrinir. 


4& 
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CHAT.   X  :■:  1 1 1 . 


I  T  was  December  when  they  r.rrived  , 
lieavylnows  had  fallen,  r.:-:d  the  roads 
were  aL-nod  unpauablc.  Dehgh^ted 
at  being  once  mere  in  England,  Fre- 
deric laughed  at  theie  little  diiliciil- 
tie?,  and  ordering  a  chaile-and-iour, 
let  out,  thcughi  l:i  the  middle  of  th.e 
Pjight,  for  London,  where  lie  knew  he 
was  anxiouily  expceled.  ] Peering 
did  not  accompany  him  lurthicr  tluin 
Bath,  having  a  dear  friend  to  viiit 
there,  who  was  impatient  ior  his  re- 
turn. After  travelling  all  that  nighi 
and    the    llicceedins   dav,    j.atimev 


found  himieh 


rew  dadv,   iiill 
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at  aconfiderable  diftance  from  town, 
the  roads  growing  worfe  every  mile. 
He  was  too  impatient  to  ftop,  and 
after  much  perfeverancc  at  length 
2:ot  to  London  about  four  o'clock  in 
the  mornino-. 

As  he  drove  along  Piccadilly,  he 
perceived  flames  of  fire  iffuing  from 
a  houfc  apparently  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. He  trembled  for  the  un- 
happy beings  who  at  this  late  hour, 
ai.d  at  a  leafon  when  all  tbx  pipes 
were  neccllarily  frozen,  were  cxpofed 
to  fo  dreadful  a  calamity.  He  flop- 
ped his  cliaile,  arid  enquired  of  the 
wal'-iimcn  v.licre  the  fire  was  fup- 
pcicd  to  hi\  Ti:cy  mformed  h\ni 
tl  at  a  houlc  had  \'-^cv\  burning  more 
than  i^a^tan  hour  in  B-fLk)'  Square, 

and 
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and  that  the  engines  had  not  yet 
been  able  to  phiy,  owing  to  the  want 
of  water.  Alarmed  Hill  more  at  the 
account,  Latimer  ordered  the  poft- 
boys  immediately  to  drive  to  the 
place  defcribed  by  th.e  watchmen, 
and  he  encouraged  their  dilig^cnce  by 
the  promife  of  a  bribe.  As  he  en- 
tered the  fquare,  he  beheld  the  llames 
rufl"iing  with  t  re  men  duo  us  fury  iumi 
a  large  building  near  the  center.  He 
jum^ped  from  his  chaile  and  ra:i  to 
the  fpot.  He  looked  witJi  anxious 
attentic^n  to  thewindowSjand  thought 
he  diliinguifhed  a  human  figure ; 
he  looked  again, hecertainl}  was  right, 
and  by  tlie  form  it  aj^peared  to  be  a 
wcm.an.  The  fireman  told  lum  fi^ie 
was  a  female  wliom  tlicy  in  vam  h-i-d 

entreated 
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entreated  to  make  ufe  of  a  ladder, 
which  they  purpofely  procured  and 
fixed  to  the  wall.  "  She  obfiinately," 
faid  they,  "  perfifts  in  (laying  where 
**  fhe  is,  and  beckons  us  to  go  up  ;  m 
**  doing  fo,  we  fnould  venture  our 
"  ovVn  lives  without  being  of  any  ufe 
"  to  Iicr,  for  the  beams  are  already 
"  giving  way."  This  was  lufHcient 
to  the  huniane,  tb.e  dauntlcfs  Frc- 
ikric.  'He  ieized  the  ladder,  and 
running  rapidly  up  the  ii^'O^,  foon 
rc.iched  the  top.  Kc  found  the 
alrnoft  lifclefs  figure  ftill  at  tl-r 
'.vindow,  watching  with  anxiou-.  cvc 
his  arrival.  He  caugiit  her  in  hi. 
amis,  and  attempted  to  rcir.ove  her 
irora  thi^feat  of  peril,  but  borrowing 
Vcnf^h  from  th.e  moment,  flicpufh- 
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ed  him  from  her,  and  clinging  round 
a  died  cf  drawers  which  ftood  near 
her,  flie  exclaimed,  in  a  voice  of  ex- 
treme horror,  the  notes  of  which  were 
flill  familiar  to  his  ear, "  Save  !  C)  lave 
^'  my  father  !"  A  fiafh  of  light  now 
ftruck  acrofs  her  face.  Heavens ! 
was  it  pofilble  ?  his  eye,  his  car,  liis 
heart,  all  told  him  it  was  Charlotte, 
his  long;  loft  Charlotte.  Forgettirss; 
where  they  wtre,  he  began  to  exprels 
his  iov ;  a  fallins;  beam  reminded 
him  ot  their  dan,q;er.  Aeain  ihc  re- 
fufedtomovej  and  again  entreated 
him  to  prefer ve  her  father.  Mighty 
God  !  was  he  miftaken  ?  Charlotte 
had  no  father.  There  was  not  tin:e  to 
explain  the  myftery  ;  nor  prayer,  nor 
force,  could   make  her  ilir      Find- 
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ing  both  in  vain,  he  ran  to  a  room 
fhe  pointed  out,  where  lay  a  venera- 
ble old  gentleman,  apparently  con- 
fined by  the  gout.     He  exhotted  his 

daughter  to  make  her  cfcape;  and 
giving  her  his  bleffing,  allured  her  he 
was  prepared  to  meet  his  fate.  Fre- 
deric faw  the  time  admitted  of  no 
delay.  Neitlier  entreaty  nor  ftrength 
could  move  the  daughter.  "  Com(i 
*'  Sir,"  faid  he,  "  accept  myaffiliance. 
"  for  your  child's  fake  liclitatc  not  a 
*'  moment.*'  So  faying,  lie  placed 
him  on  his  back,  and  vvirh  cauiious 
ileps,  and  no  inconhderabic  diiriculty, 
defccndcd  the  ladder.  As  he  reached 
the  bottom,  a  frantic  flirick  flrnck 
his  terrifiLd  ear  j  Ik-  lilTcncd  ;  it  Ccr- 
fainly  came  from  (lie  fame  teiKu-r 
i.  2  voice. 
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voice.  The  crowd  below  declared 
that  the  j'oung  lady  had  at  laft  fallea 
a  vlftim  to  her  obftinacy.  Frederic 
laid  the  old  gentleman  on  a  feather 
bed  which  had  been  placed  to  receive 
the  unhappy  fufferers,  and  again 
inatched  the  ladder.  The  firemen 
tried  to  dilFuade  him,  but  forcing 
them  from  him,  he  quickly  afcended, 
determined  to  fave  her,  or  periQi 
in  the  attempt.  She  was  no  longer 
at  the  window ;  he  called  ;  no  voice 
anfv.'cred  his  enquiry,  he  ventured 
to  the  room  where  he  found  her  fa- 
ther; the  floor  had  fallen  in.  "  Mighty 
God  !  was  fhc  loft  r  v;as  it  Charlotte  ? 
was  ilje  only  brought  to  his  view  to 
be  fnatched  from  him  for  ever?" 
Rendered  defrcrate,  he  was  deter- 
mined 
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mined  to  bury  himfelf  in  tlie  ruins ; 
when  once  again  approaching  the 
window  where  firft  he  law  her,  he 
perceived  an  inanimate  form  lying 
near  it.  He  looked ;  it  was  the 
fame  figure ;  and  O  !  horror  !  (lie 
was  dead !  He  took  her  in  liis 
arms,  and  in  an  agony  of  grief 
was  deploring  his  haplefs  fate,  when 
he  thought  flie  breathed.  Exalted 
to  the  liigheft  pinnacle  of  hope, 
he  flew  with  her  to  the  place  -.vherc 
he  had  left  the  ladder.  It  was 
no  longer  there;  it  had  been  re- 
moved to  afford  aH/i.^ance  in  another 
quarter.  At  length,  after  a  moment 
of  awful  iliipenf^,  a  ladder  wa<^ 
ao-ain  fixed.  He  look  the  ftill  life- 
le(s    term    in    his    2:irs,  and    hi:r 
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Ti'ed  down  the  fleps.  In  lefs  than 
five  minutes  more  the  whole  build- 
ing fell  in.  Overpowered  by  his 
furprife,  his  exertions,  and  his  joy, 
Frederic  himfelf  now  became  infen- 
fible,  and  loft  all  recollcclion  of  what 
was  paffing. 
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CHAP.      XXIY. 

W  H  E  N  Frederic  recovered  his  rea- 
fon,  he  found  tliat  he  was  in  bed  in 
a  ftrange  place,  and  perceived  he  was 
confiderably  bruifed.  He  rang  a 
bell  v;hich  was  near  him,  and  enquired 
where  he  was.  He  was  informed  tliat; 
he  was  at  Dorrant's  Hotel,  in  Alber- 
marle  Street ;  to  which  the  nrcmen 
and  pofl-boys  Iiad  condurlcd  r.im. 
He  then  anx'.oiilly  enquired  for  the 
ladv  and  iier  father  wiio  had  fo  nar- 
rowly efcaped  t;;e  fire.  "  I  fuppc-fe 
"  you  n'.can  my  Lord  Dnix-  :;nd 
"  hi^'\ii;-htcr?"   -aid  ihc  ^vaircr^ 

F  4  '*  i\\\\ 
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"  Am  I  then"  cried  Frederic, 
beating  his  head  in  an  agony  of  def- 
pair,  "  at  laft  difappointed  ?  I  did 
*'  not  think  it  pofTible  that  more 
*'  than  one  human  being  fliould  poi- 
"  fefs  that  ferenity  of  countenance, 
*'  that  melody  of  voice,  which  nearly 
**  feven  years  abfcnce  has  not  ob- 
"  lite  rated  5^from  my  memory." 

A  note  was  now  delivered  to  him.> 
which  encreafed  his  furprife. 

•'  D(?nT;P.'.'5  Hotel,  Saturday  morning. 
"  The  Duke  of  Annan  re2,rets. 
''  fmcerely,  that  his  continued  lamc- 
"  nefs,  which  the  accident  of  lad 
*'  night  has  encreafed,  puts  it  out  of 
*'  his  power  to  wait  on  the  gcntle- 
*'  man  who  fo  gencrouily  faved  his 
*'  life,  and  that  of  his  daughter.    He 

"  entreat?. 
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*"  entreats  him  to  have  the  goodnefs 
"■  ot  comhig  to  his  apartment,  that 
"  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  exr 
"  prefnng  Jill  his  gratitude;  and  of 
"  forming  an  acquaintance  Vv^ith  the 
"  man  to  whom  he  owes  not  only  his 
*'  own  hfe,  but,  what  is  infinitely 
"more  dear  to  him,,  that  of  his 
«  child." 

Frederic,  lod  in  niyftery,  knew  not 
what  to  think.  There  certainly  was 
but  one  Duke  of  Annan.  Was  his 
fathcr-in-Liw  dead  ?  his  mother's 
letter  fpokc  of  that  event  as  likely 
to  happen';  if  fo,  who  was  his  fuccef- 
for  ?  his  fon  died  before  he  left  Eng- 
land, and  he  did  not  remember  that 
he  liad  a  brother.  The  more  he  re- 
ficclcdj  the  more  he  was  at  a  lols  to 

unravel 
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unravel  this  flrange,  this  incompre- 
henfible  adventure.  He  determined 
however  to  bring  it  to  an  immediate 
termination  by  accepting  the  invita- 
tion of  the  new  Duke  of  Annan,  of 
whom  he  had  never  before  heard. 
When  he  attempted  to  rife  he  could 
not  move,  having  fprained  his  ancle 
in  jumping  from  the  ladder  the  pre- 
ceding night.  Even  this  he  reiblvcd 
lliGuld  not  keep  him  from  paying 
the  intended  vifit.  He  put  on  his 
clothes,  and  lending  for  tvv^o  of  the 
waiters,  ordered  them  to  carry  him 
to  the  apartment  of  the  Duke  of 
Annan.  Fearing  left  his  prefent 
fituation  fliouki  alarm  tlie  young  lady, 
whole  great  refemblance  to  Charlotte 
rendered   her   fo   intcrcftins:   to   his 

heart. 
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heart,  he  fent  in  word,  that  having 
flightly  hurt  his  leg,  which  prevented 
his  walking,  he  begged  permiffion  to 
be  brouo;ht  into  the  room  in  a  chair. 
Notwithftandingthis  preparation,  ihe 
gave  a  fcream  on  beholding  her  de- 
liverer thus  fupported  ;  the  found  of 
which  reminded  him  of  Charlotte's 
well-remembered  voice.  He  again 
gazed  with  an  attentive  eye  on  every 
feature  ;  every  feature  was  the  fame, 
only  ftrengthened  and  improved  into 
maturity.  "  I  beg  your  pardon. 
Madam,"  faid  Frederic,  "  for  this 
"  intrufion,  and  Hill  more  fo,  for  the 
"  particular  manner  in  which  I  pre- 
"  fume  to  look  at  you  ;  but  you  are 
"  really  fo  like  a  very  dear  friend 
"  whom  I  have  loft,  that  I  can  fcarccly 

"  believe 
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"believe   that  I  am  miftaken ;  yet 
"  your  rank,   your  fituation  in  life, 
"  your  father,  allder>y  the  poffibility 
**  of  a  fadh  which   my  fenfes  of  fight 
"  and  hearing  every  inftant  fcem  to 
*'  confirm.     I  feel  I  am  very  impcrtir 
"  nent,  but  if  you  would  explain  how 
'•  long  you  have  been  in  this  country,. 
"  and  fince  when   your   fothcr   has 
*'•  borne  the  title  of  Annan,  you  would 
"  do  me  an  elTential  obligation."     It 
was  long  before  the  young  lady  was 
futTiciently  recovered  from   her    iur- 
prife  and  her  alarm  to- have  ule  ct 
fpecch.     At  length,  iummonlng  rc- 
folution,  ilie  ventured  to  fay,  "  Oh, 
'*  Sir  I   you  liave  faved  my  lite,  you 
•*'  liave  done  re  ore,   you  have   laved 
^•^  my  fiulier !  what  favour  can  you 

"  ail. 
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•*'  afk  which  It  will  not  be  my  duty  to 
"  grant  ? 

"  As  to  the  myflery  of  which  you 
"  fpeak,  -1  am  not  lefs  afloniflied 
'*  than  yourfelf.  You  are  the  very 
"  counterpart  of  the  friend  of  my 
"  early  youth.  'If  I  did  not  know  he 
"  was  far,  far  diftant,"  and  a  tear 
dropped  from  her  eye,  "alas  !  perhaps 
*'  no  more,  1  (liould  think  I  now 
"  fpoketo — to — ,"  fliehefitated,  and 
at  length  added,  "Frederic  Latimer." 
•"  Mighty  God  !"  exclaimed  the 
enraptured  Frederic,  "  how  Ihall  I 
"  endure  my  happinefs  ?  what  do  I 
"  hear  ?  can  it  be  you  ?  do  I  indeed 
"  b'jhoid  my  Charlotte  ?  does  (lie 
"  ftill  deicfu  to  recoiled  the  lon2:-ab- 
*'  fent   partner  ct  her  youth  ?     Yes, 

"  Chadotte,, 
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*'  Charlotte,  you  fee  before  you  the 
"  unworthy  objed  about  whofe  fate 
"  you  have  declared  yourfelf  not  in- 
"  different,  unchanged  in  affcclion, 
"  though  guilty  of  innumerable,  of 
■'^  unpardonable  faults,"  He  would 
have  thrown  himfelf  at  her  feet,  but 
he  found  he  could  not  move.  Char- 
lotte was  fcarcely  able  to  endure  the 
excefs  of  joy  fne  now  experienced  : 
flie  had  ditcovcred  her  lover  in  her 
prel'erver,  the  faviour  of  her  father. 
His  regard  was  unaltered  j  and  fhc 
could  return  his  love  without  blufn- 
ing  at  the  inferiority  of  birth,  which 
fne  once  thought  would  feparate  her 
from  him  lor  ever.  She  lio];cd  alio 
that  he  was  poor,  that  fne  n.ight 
liave  the  additional    plca;ii."c  of  en- 

ricLiiri 
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rjching  him  by  her  choice.  Thcfe 
united  fenfations  found  vent  in  tears  i 
and  it  was  long  before  (lie  was  fuffi- 
ciently  herfeif  to  anfwer  the  anxious 
enquiries  of  Frederic.  At  length 
with  a  falteringacccnt,  "excufe,"  faid 
(lie,  "  my  involuntary  WTaknefs ;  I 
*'  am  fo  farprlied,  fo  agitated,  that 
■"  I  know  not  what  to  lay.  This 
""  j)nper,"  drawiiig  one  from  her 
pocket,  "  wliich  my  father  infilled 
"  OJi  my  t.'iking  charge  of  when 
•^^  the  tire  was  tiril  perceived,  will 
"  explain  to  you  his  liillory  and  mine. 
'*  \\  hilil  you  read  tl^e  contents,  I 
"'  V, ill  run  to  h.im  and  tell  him  who 
"•  you  arc  ;  \  am  fure  lie  vvill  feel  an 
''  nckhricnal  latii-fiction  in  owini'- 
"  !)!$  liic  to  th:u    i'rcderic  of  whom 
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"  he  has  heard  my  mother  fo  often 
*'  fpeak  with  the afFedtion  of  aparent." 
So  faying,  fhe  kid  the  paper  on  the 
table,  and  went  into  an  adjoining 
ronm,  where  the  Duke  of  Annan 
was  ftill  in  bed. 

Frederic,  overcome  with  plcafure 
and  furprife,  could  fcarcely  believe 
that  what  had  jufl:  pad  was  real ;  the 
whole  appeared  a  delightful  ficlion, 
and  he  almofi  feared  to  open  the 
paper  which  had  been  delivered  to 
him,  left  it  fiiould  break  tlie  charm 
of  his  prefent  happineis. 

He  at  length  looked  into  the 
Gonrents,  and  read  as  follows  : 

''  Madras,  June  17 — 

"  Having  ferved  fome  years  in  the 
''■  army  o^  the   Eaft  India  Company 

"  under 
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'-  under  the  affumed  name  of  Mur- 
'•  ray,  I  think  it  right  to  leave  this 
"•'  document,  that  in  cafe  of  my 
"  death,  my  dear  wife  may  be  able 
■^^  to  prove  the  legitimacy  of  my 
"  child,  and  may  claim  the  rights 
'*'  and  privileges  to  which,  by  her 
"  birth,  (he  may  be  entitled.  I 
-'■  was  ilic  fecond  fon  of  the  eighth 
"  Duke  of  Annan.  My  father  and 
''  my  mother  both  died  when  I  was 
"  very  young,  leaving  only  my  ckkT 
"  brother  and  myfelf.  According  to 
"  the  cufl;om  ot  my  counrry,  my  pa- 
■■'  trimony,  as  a  younger  fon,  was  cx- 
''  trcmciy  lir.ali,  and  the  expenfive 
"'  fiyle  of  my  education,  did  not 
"'  render  me  particularly  prudent  in 
"•'  the  uic  of  it.  At  fixtccn  1  uas 
VOL.  III.  F  "  placed 
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*'  placed  in  the  army,  and  ferved  Ibmc 
"  years.  Diigufted  with  a  profefliori 
"  in  which  I  had  experienced  i'cveral 
*'  diTappointments,!  fold  my  commi'- 
"  fion,  and  determined  to  drop  t!ic 
*'  title,  which  is  ulually  given  to  tb.e 
*'  Ions  of  Dukes,  hnce  it  obliged  nie 
*'  :o  live  in  the  manner  wliich  J  had 
*'  not  the  means  of  fupporting.  Under 
•*'  the  borrowed  name  of  '  Murray', 
"  I  retired  into  Cumberland,  and  lay- 
*'  ing  out  part  of  my  little  fortune 
*'  in  flocking  a  farm  which  I  had 
"  h/ircd,  and  on  wliich  was  lituatcd  a 
"  imail  but  neat  cottage,  I  truftcd 
*'  the  rcn:ainder  to  a  ]:)erfon  wl.o  had 
"  been  tormerly  ftcw-ard  to  my  father, 
"  and  who  was  now  a  confiderablc 
"  manufadurcr  in  London.  Ircfolvcd 

*'  to 
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""^  to  conceal  from  the  whole  world 
*^  tlie  hidory  of  my  birth,  and  to 
^  leek  for  happincfs  in  the  tranquil 
'  Iccnes  of  ruftic  life  ;  I  foon  became 
'•  acquainted  with  the  mod  amiable 
'  of  her  fex.  Charlotte  Darewell 
'  was  th.e  daughter  of  a  refpedlable 
■'  mercliant,  who  had  left  offbufinefs, 
•'  and  fettled  like  m}-felf,  from  mo- 
'  lives  ot  ceconomv,  m  that  part  of 
'  the  country.  I  had  the  fatisfaftion 
'  of  o'ai'iine;  her  affcclion?,  unbiaifcd 

•  by  the  attraclions  of  rank.  She 
'  loved  me  tor  mvielt,  and  confented 
■  to    lliare    my  little  fortune.     Vv^e 

*  were  married,  and  three  years  of 
-■  tranquil  enjoyment  fiew  ra]:;!u!y 
'  awav.  Durinp,;  this  period,  Cluir- 
'  lotto,  my  dear  and  only  child,  was 

y  1  "  corn. 
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"  born.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
*'  fourth  year,  I  received  a  letter  which 
*'  taught  me  the  fatal  imprudence 
"  of  which  I  had  been  guilty,  in  truft- 
"  ing  my  money  to  a  perfon  concerned 
"  in  trade.  My  father's  former  ftew- 
"  ard  became  a  bankrupt,  and  my 
*'  little  all  was  fwallowed  up  in  his 
"  ruin.  I  concealed  from  m-;  wife 
*'  the  caufe  of  m^  o-rief,  and  fin-Div 
"  laving,  that  I  had  buiincG  of  im- 
"  portancc  to  traniad,  went  to  Lon- 
"  don.  On  my  arrival,  I  found  I  had 
*'  no  hopes  of  recovering  any  part 
*'  of  my  fortune  ;  and  the  fl.ock  and 
*'  the  farm  were  totally  infuliicient 
"  for  the  decent  fu]:)port  of  my  fa- 
"  mily.  In  this  cxtremitv  I  went  to 
"  my  brolhcr,  confeflcd  my  marriage, 

"  and 
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*'  and  implored  his  afTiftancc.  Proud, 
"  haughty,  and  particularly  vain  of 
"  the  dignity  of  his  family,  I  touched 
"  him  in  the  tendercft  point  j  irri- 
"  tated  at  what  he  called  a  difgrace- 
"  ful  alliance,  it  was  long  before  I 
"  could  perfuade  him  to  liften  ro 
'•'  me  at  all.  At  length  finding  that 
"  my  wife  did  not  know  the  fituaticHi 
"  of  her  liufband,  he  offered  a  fmall 
"  a:inu!i.v,  on  condition  that  I  Ihould 
"  never  divulge  to  her  my  real  name, 
"  without  Iiis  expreis  pcrmiflion.  He 
"  added  a  (till  harder  condition  ;  tliac 
"  I  lliould  immediately  go  abroad, 
"  and  continuing  the  alilimed  na;ne 
"  oi  '  Murray,'  Ihould  enter  into  the 
"  lervice  of  the  Eaft  India  Com|;anv, 
*'  in  v.'hich  he  eng.igcd  to  procure 
J-   ^  ii^e 
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*  me  a  commifTion.  I  long  hefitated, 
'  before  1  would  agree  to  the  unfecl- 
'  Ing  terms  which  he  had  exacted. 
'  At  length  ncccfiity  compelled  me 

*  to  comply.     My  hclplefs  wife  and 

*  my  infant  child  wanted  bread,  and 
'  this  was  the  only  channel  by  which 
'  I  could  procure  it.     The  annuity 

*  bond  was  iigncd  by  the  Duke,  and 

*  after  requiring  again  a  folcmnpro- 
'  mifc,  rliat  I  would  not  betray  the 
'  fccrct  of  my  birth,  he  obtained  for 
'  mc  tlic  appointment  lie  had  men- 
'  tioncd,  and  himlcii  conducred  me 
'  to  the  fldp, 

"  Hard  was  the  tafv  I  was  called 
'  uDon  to  dilcharee.  m  breaking;  out 
'  to  my  fond  wife  our  fatal  kparation  ; 
'  condemned  to  flence,  I  could  r.ot 
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*'  explain  the  true  motives  of  m3'con- 
*'  duel,  and  I  was  compelled  to  appear 
"  unkind,  at  the  moment  when  I  was 
"  m"*king  every  facrifice  to  promote 
"  her  happiners,and  that  of  my  child. 
"  I  told  her  in  general  terms,  that 
"  circLimftances  ob!ig;cd  me  to  vo 
"  abroad  for  Tome  years,  and  that  I 
"  even  wiQied  to  be  thought  dead,  in 
"  order  to  prevent  enquiries.  I  men- 
*'  ti'jned  that  I  had  left  an  annuity 
"•  bond  for  £.  200.  m  the  hands  of  a 
•■'  common  friend,  who  would  remit 
''  to  licr  that  fum  in  quarterly  ]ny- 
"•  moijis  ;  and  after  many  aiTeclionate 
"  wilhc?,  I  recommended  it  to  her, 
'•  to  circulate  in  live  neig:ibourhood, 
•^  that  I  had  been  drowned  in  avova:;c 
"  to  Jamaica,  and  to  aliume  the  drcls 
f  4  "  and 


72  FREDERIC      LATIMER. 

"  charader  of  a  widow.  I  added,. 
*'  that  if  I  fucceeded  in  what  I  was 
**  engaged  in,  I  would  immediately 
"  fend  for  her  and  my  daughter. 
**  Fourteen  years  hard  fcrvice  at 
"  length  procured  nic  the  ccm- 
*'  mand  of  arc2;iment.  I  for2;ot  not 
"  my  promife,  and  after  writing  to 
"  my  brother,  refigning  the  annuity, 
"  ax^.d  acquainting  him  with  mv  in- 
*'  tcnticr:  of  callino;  the  ohiccls  of  mv 
"  aficaion  to  Iliarc  my  competence, 
*'  I  repeated  my  engagement  not  to 
*'  diiclofe  my  birth. 

''  -My  dear  wife,  and  my  c;ai:ghtcr, 
"  \v;:ole  early  virLues  reminded  me  of 
"  my  lirft  acquaintance  with  her 
"  mother,  arrived  in  fafety.  Hap- 
"  pine! 5  once  again  vifittd  my  long 
8  ''  atll.iLcd 


FREDERIC     LATIMER.  7^ 

"  afflicled  heart.  I  clafped  my  loved 
"  Charlotte  to  my  breaft,  and  re- 
'•  ceivcd  her  pardon  for  an  apparent 
*'  cruelty,  of  which  my  foul  was  in- 
"  capable.  We  have  pafl  five  years 
"  ill  tranquil  and  innocent  enjoy- 
•^  ments :  I  hope,  before  I  die,  that 
"  I  may  be  permitted  to  open  my 
"  wiiole  mind  to  the  bed  of  wives, 
'•  and  to  reveal  the  only  fecret  I  ever 
••  attempted  to  hide  from  her. 

(i'gncd) 

' '  \ V  ILL!  A  M    M' I..  E  A  N , 

Ibn  of  t!ic  late,  and  only  bro- 
ther of  tl\e  prefent,  Duke  of 
Annan  j  but  ftiling  myfeif  at 
prefent, 
"  AViL  LiAM  Murray.'* 

To 


74  FREDERIC      LATIMER, 

To  this  was  added  a  poftfcript,  written 
fince  his  return  to  England) 

^'London, November  i-  — 

"  One  year  fince,  I  received  an  ex- 
*'  prefs  over  land,  informing  me  of 
*'  the  death  of  my  nephew,  aiul  my 
"  brother's  wilh  to  fee  me  in  England. 
"  I  obeyed  the  fummons,  but  only 
"  arrived  tinic  enough  to  behold  liini 
"  expire.  AVith  his  laft  breath  he  rc- 
"  (]uefi:ed  mc  to  forgive  the  liard  con- 
"  ditions  he  h.ad  exadied,  and  freed 
"  me  from  my  promile  of  lecrccv. 

"  T  fucccedcd,  of  courfe,  to  his 
"  honours  and  eflate  ;  and  add  this 
••'  podicript  in  confirmaiion  ot  the  ie- 
*'  gitiniacy  o"  my  daughter. 

(fgned)   "  A>:nax." 
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Frederic  had  Tcarcely  finilhcd  this 
paper,  the  perulal  of  which  filled  his 
mind  with  the  nioft  lively  fenfations 
of  jdeafure  and  furprife,  when  the 
Duke  of  Annan  was  brought  into  the 
room,  fupported  on  one  fide  by  his 
lovclv  dauglucr.  In  the  hurry  and 
agitation  of  tliC  preceding  night,  La- 
timer luid  not  time  to  obferve  the 
features  of  him,  whofe  life  he  had 
])rclei"ved.  He  now  beheld  a  vene- 
niblc  man,  of  military  afpect,  mild 
deportment,  and  ftriking  figure.  His 
L;rcy  r.air  gave  the  appearance  of  re- 
Ip/cciabiiity  and  age  to  his  manly 
form  ;  and  the  exprelTion  of  every 
virtue  Icemed  flampcd  on  his  counte- 
iKincc.  He  was  dreft  in  a  regimental 
great   coat,    the    only  article   of  his 

wardrc'bc 
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wardrobe  which  had  been  laved  from 
the  flames,  and  his  legs  fwelled  with 
the  gout,  were  covered  with  flannel, 
and  fupported  on  pillows.  He  di- 
red:ed  himfeif  to  be  placed  on  a  ibpha 
near  his  deliverer,  and  taking  his 
hand  with  affeclionate  freedom,  ""  If 
words,"  faid  he  *•'  could  exprcfs  my 
"  gratitude,  I  would  tiKinkvou  ;  but 
"  what  I  owe  to  you  ad  mi  is  of  no 
"  return.  When  you  fee  a  farlier 
"  refiorcd  to  his  dauiihter,  a  dauo;hter 
"  to  her  parents,  and  remember  that 
*'  the  work  is  yours,  you  receive  tlie 
"  only  reward  worthy  your  acccpt- 
"  ance.  I  have  jull  learnt  that  I 
"  have  the  hapninefs  of  rlndint;;  in 
"  my  preferver,  a  broth er-fo'dler  ; 
*'  one  'v\'ith  v»'hoie  family  1  am  nearly 

"  connecve;]. 
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*•  conncded,  and  of  whole  dawning 
"  merits  I  have  fo  often  heard  from 
"  the  hps  of  an  afFeclionate  wife. 
"  Such,  Mr.  Latimer,  are  your  claims 
"  to  my  regard ;  allow  me  to  throw 
"  afide  all  ceremony,  and  confidering 
"  you  as  an  old  friend,  to  treat  you 
"  with  the  warmth  which  my  heart 
''  would  dictate."  Frederic  was  fen- 
nbly  affected  by  the  liberality,  the 
candor,  and  the  ingenuous  manner 
of  li!5  new  acquaintance.  He  re- 
turned his  addrcffcs  with  equal  frank- 
iiefs,  and  tlicir  congenial  minds  focM 
iormed  an  intimacy  of  which  colder 
characters  were  totally  incapable. 
Though  Frederic  addreilcd  his  lan- 
guage to  th^e  Duke  of  Annan,  his 
ej.cs  were  fixed  on   a  dearer  object : 

Charlotte. 
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Charlotte,  his  long  loft  Charlotte, 
ftood  before  him,  adorned  vvlt'n  every 
real  charm,  with  which  his  fondeft 
imagination  had  ever  decked  her. 
He  contempl.ited  h.cr  features,  and 
his  recollecuion,  "  for  Ah  I  how  vaft 
ii  memory  has  love,"  traced  back 
with  joy  inexprefilble,  the  traits 
which  excited  his  30uthful  admi- 
ration !  She  was,  it  poffible,  more 
lovely  tlian  ever.  Time  had  matured 
llie  beauty  of  her  form,  and  tlie 
various  fenlations  v.'hich  agitated  her 
Diind  at  this  nioment,  gave  tlie  moft 
intcrefting  expreffion  to  lier  counte- 
nance. She  turned  away,  and  en- 
deavoured to  conceal  a  tear  of  joy, 
which  the  light  of  Fr^.duric,  and  the 
growing  regard  of  lier  lather  ibr  the 

object 
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objecl  of  her  earliefl  affeclions,  in- 
voluntarilv  drew  from  her.  Findins: 
it  inipofli'ole  to  compofe  her  agitated 
fpirils,  (he  pretended  to  have  for- 
gotten fome  buhnefs  of  importance, 
and  apologizing,  with  ill-didernbled 
cafe,  to  Latimer,  retired  into  the  ad- 
joining room.  She  was  no  fooner 
gone  than  the  Duke  of  Annan,  who 
loved  her  to  diftraction,  began  to 
expatiate  on  his  favourite  fubjecl:,  the 
virtues  of  liis  daughter.  "  Oh,  Sir," 
laid  he,  "  you  know  not  half  tlic 
*''  2:ood  voQ  have  done.  In  lavino- 
*'  my  child  you  have  prefervcd  the 
*"  mo'iL  amiable,  the  moft  innocent 
"  of  hv.r  fcx.  No  lan^iuao-c  can  do 
*'juiuce  to  her  ments.  Generou.^, 
*•  iiuiriaiic,  candid,  affectionate;  flie 

"is 
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"  is  tlie  fmcereft  friend,  the  moft 
"  obedient  daughter.  You  witnefTed 
"  laft  night  her  unexampled  attach- 
"  ment,  when  with  filial  piety  car- 
"  ried  to  excefs,  flie  would  perilli 
*'  rather  than  abandon  her  helplefs 
*'  father.  Such,  Sir,  has  always  been 
"  her  conducl,  during  the  five  rears 
"■'  I  h.ave  been  blcil  with  her  ibciety. 
*'  (alas,  no  longer  liavc  I  knov/n  that 
'"  liappinefsl)  Tormented  with  the 
"  complaint  under  which  Inowiuffjr, 
''  I  have  repeatedly  for  months  to- 
"  gether,  been  a  vi^flim  to  its  excru- 
"  ciatingpain.  Her  kind  attention, 
"  her  folierin^;  care,  her  unremitf'np- 
'"■'■  goodncfs,  have  afforded  [palliatives 
"^  to  miV  fuficrings,  beyond  the  povcr 
*'  of  dclcriniion.     \MiiI[l  the  other 

"  fjmaic^ 
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"  females  of  her  age  were  feeking 
''  the  amufements  of  diffipatlon,  to 
"  which  the  manners  cf  the  Eail 
"  are  particularly  prone,  fhe  took 
"  her  filent  ftand  at  the  foot  of  my 
^'  bed,  watched  my  every  look,  en- 
"  livened  my  thoughts  with  her  in- 
"  nocent  prattle,  and  by  the  tender- 
'■'  nefs  with  which  ihc  adminiflerecl, 
"  gave  frePti  power  to  the  art  of  me- 
''  dicine.  Such  has  been  her  lite  I 
"•  Such  the  oblio-ations  I  owe  to  her 
"  and  her  admirable  mother,  who 
''  participated  in  the  labour  and  fe- 
*'  ch-'.llon  of  her  daughter. 

"  My  Charlotte  has  another  me- 

*'  rir,  very  rare  in  this  country,  and 

'-  M'.li   more    lb    in    India,    th.at   ot 

•■•  '.v'.'h.fianding  every  temptation  ot 

V  o  }..  Ill,  G  "*  weahli. 
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wealth.  The  richeft  and  mofl  rc- 
rpeClabie  men,  high  in  power,  and 
many  of  them  as  eminent  in  me- 
liL,  iuruck  with  her  beauty,  her  vir- 
tues, and  her  fimplicity,  offered  her 
their  hand.  Though  our  circum- 
f:ances  were  then  far  from  affluent, 
file  difdaincd  to  barter  afteclion 
for  money  ;  and,  to  the  aftonifli- 
ment  of  the  whole  fettltiiicrf,  re- 
jecled  tlie  nioft  advantageous  pro- 
polals.  I  did  not  attempt  to  force 
her  inclinations ;  and  after  five 
years  refidence  at  Madras,  (lie  has 
returned  unmarried,  having  rcfifled 
every  allurement  of  rank  and  for- 
tune." 

The  Duke  of  Annan  knew  not 
ov>-  joyful  was  the  intelligence  he 

conveyed 
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convc3'e:l  to  the  breaft  of  Frederic. 
Though  vanity  was  not  his  foible, 
]ie  could  not  help  flattering  himfelf 
that  he  had  fome  concern  in  the  re- 
Jcdion  of  the  lovers  whom  his  Grace 
had  enumerated  ;  and  this  affurancc 
was  the  only  addition  of  which  his 
prcfent  happincfs  was  fafceptible. 
He  wifhed  himfelf  to  have  declared 
all  he  thought  of  the  perfeclions  of 
.Charlotte,  but  he  feared  to  exprefs 
too  much  or  too  little  ;  he  therefore 
■contented  himfelf  with  faying,  "  Oh 
"  Sir!  1  fee  your  daughter  is  what 
*'  fiic  al\va3's  promifed  to  be,  the 
*'  pnitcrn  of  her  mother.  But  allow 
^'  nic  to  alk  after  my  revered  friend 
'■'■  ?Jrs.  Murray,  I  beg  pardon,  I 
'^  believe  I  (hould  fay  the  Uuchcfs 
0    2  "  oi 


84  FREDERIC     LATIMER. 

*'  of  Annan;  but  the  former  name 
*'  is  fo  dear  to  my  recolledion,  that 
^*"  I  involuntarily  make  ufe  of  it." 

*'  That  name,"  replied  the  Duke, 
"  is  no  lefs  interefting  to  me  :  it  re- 
*'  minds  me  of  my  early  love;  of 
"  many  years  of  painful  abfence,  and 
*'  fome  fev/  of  great  felicity.  I  can 
"  fcarcely  perfuade  m.yfelf  to  call 
*'  my  dear  wife  by  any  other.  She 
"  left  me  ten  days  fince  for  DevcPx- 
*'  ihire  ;  tor  I  was  incapable  of  tra- 
*'  veiling,  having  been  feized  with 
"  my  old  complaint  on  my  arrival 
"  in  England.  I  need  not  tell  you, 
"  tliat  the  objedl  cf  her  journey  wns 
•'  to  fee  her  i^eioved  brother,  vour 
"  worthy  guardian,  Mr,  Darewell. 
*'  Fearing  leil  flic  ihould  be  aiarmed 

•'  hv 
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"^^  ])y  the  report  of  the  fire,  I  have 
"  already  fent  an  exprefs  to  Daw- 
"  Hfli,  informing  her  of  our  efcape. 
"  I  hope  in  a  few  days  I  fliall  fee 
"  both  her  and  Mr.  Darewell  in 
"  London." 

"  In  London  !"  cried  Frederic, 
"  then  indeed  my  happinefs  will  be 
"'  complete  :  to  meet  once  again  af- 
"  fembled  together  the  dear  friends 
■'•  ot  my  early  youth,  is  a  joy  bc- 
"  yond  my  fo:idcft  expcdation." 
J^.atimer  next  enquired  the  occa- 
fion  of  tiie  hre.  He  learnt,  that 
;he  Duke  on  his  arrival  in  town 
Ivad  hired  a  turnilhed  houle  in  Bc:k- 
ley  Square,  (the  ftmily  m.anfion  be- 
ii'.g  icttlv-d  on  tlic  dowager)  where 
lie  Lid  rofidcd  tiii  the  fatal  accident  ;^ 
(•    ^  which 
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which  was  fuppofed  to  arife  from  the 
carelefsnefs  of  a  fervant,  who,  in  go- 
ing to  bed,  had  neglefte^]  to  remove 
feme  linen  which  was  hanging  to 
dry  in  the  laundry,  and  which  catch- 
ing fire,  communicated  to  the  refc 
of  the  building.  After  many  af- 
furances  of  regard  on  both  fides, 
and  a  kind  invitation  to  dinner  the 
following  day  from  the  Duke  of 
Annan,  Frederic  took  his  leave, 
having  in  vain  expeded  tor  fomc 
time  the  return  of  Charlotte.  In 
fa(5t,  Hie  found  lierieif  too  much 
agitated  both  from  the  danger  of 
the  preceding  night,  and  the  Iccne 
iTie  had  ju(t  witnelicd,  to  fee  La- 
timer again  that  day  without  too 
i'vidently  uifclofing  the  cffed;  of  his 

prcfer.ce. 
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prelence.     Frederic  was  difappoint- 
ed  ;  and  in  returning  to  his  room, 
could  not  help  accufing  her  of  mark- 
ed indifference.     "  Her   rank,  her 
'  change  of  fituation,"  thought  he, 
'  have  had  their  ufual  confequences. 
'  She  evidently  avoids  me ;  yet  why 
'  Oiould  I  repine  ?     By  my  unfor- 
'  tunate  conduft  in  refpcd  to  Lady 
'  Ann,  I  am  at  any  rate  unworthy 
'  her    affcclions  ;    and    her    newly- 
'  dii'covercd  b-irth  renders  it  more 
'  impofiiblc  than  ever  that  I  fliould 
'  call  her  mine  :  yet  I  wiflied  once 
'  more  to  have   fpoken  to  her,  to 
have  afkcd  her  forgivcnefs,  and  to 
have  allured  her  of  my  unceahng 
regard.     It  was  cruel  of  her  not 
to  giNC  me  this  ])oor  iatisfadion." 
•c  4  For 
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For  fome  time  he  thus  tormented 
his  feelings,  and  dedroycd  the  plea- 
fure  he  experienced  in  difcoverinp; 
i)er  hidory,  and  in  remembering 
that  he  vvas  once  more  under  the 
Tame  roof  with  the  beloved  objccft 
of  all  his  wiilies. 

Occupied  folcly  with  her,  fome 
hours  elapfed  before  he  rccollecled 
that  he  had  not  informed  his  mo- 
ther of  his  arrival.  He  then  wrote 
a  tew  lines,  mentioning  his  fafcty, 
and  the  lamenefs  which  conhncd 
hi:n  to  the  1-oufe. 
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CHAP.    XXV. 

Frederic  counted  the  minutes 
witli  anxious  expcAation  till  dinner- 
time the  next  day,  when  he  was 
a'j^iin  to  behold  his  Charlotte.  I-Jc 
took  care  to  arrive  rather  before  the 
tiLue,  ill  the  hope  of  finding  her 
alone.  He  was  not  difappointcd. 
Recovered  fi-oni  the  alarm  of  the 
iate  accident,  limply  elegant  in  her 
drcls,  and  her  whole  countenance 
animated  with  the  thought  of  iee- 
ing  Latimer,  (he  appeared  more  fa'.'- 
(inating  tlian  ever.  When  his  na^^• 
v;as  announced,  flic  arofe,  cliar;::;.  ! 

cohj'ir. 
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colour,  and  was  leaving  the  i-oom. 
"  I  will  tell  my  father,"  faid  flie, 
as  he  took  hold  of  the  lock  of  an 
adjoining  door,  "  that  you  are  here ; 
"  I  am  fure  that  he  will  wait  on  you 
"  direftly."  "  For  God's  fake," 
cried  Latimer,  "  do  not  thus  avoid 
"  me  !  there  was  a  time  when  my 
*'  prefence  was  not  fo  hateful."  She 
turned  back,  and  with  evident  con- 
fufion  again  took  her  fear.  With 
hefitating  accents  (lie  attempted  an 
apology:  "  I  am  very  forry— I  am 
*•'  fure— I  did  not — could  not — I 
"  fay— I  am  convinced  Mr.  Latimer 
"  you  will  not  think  me  capable  of 
*'  rudencfs;  of  want  of  gratitude — " 
*'  In  pity,"  interrupted  Frederic, 
"■  drop  fo  cold  a  word  ;  gratitude  to 

"  me  ! 
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nie  !  how  can  fuch  a  thought  en- 
ter your  mind ;  unlefs   you  vvifll 
to  drive  me  mad,  never  mention 
it  again.     Think  not  that  I  pre- 
iume  on  the  little  fcrvice  chance 
allowed  me  to  afford  you.     No. 
If  old   acquaintance,    if  the    re- 
membrance of  former  days;  of  bur 
early   youth  ;   of   the  once-loved 
fcenes  of  Devonfnire  ;  do  not  en- 
title mc  to  your  attention,  I  have 
no   Oilier  claim   to   olfer.     Have 
you  entirely  forgotten  the  happy 
'  ]>ours  we  once  palled  together?" 
Charlotte's  aflumed  refer ve  could 
no  longer  reftrain  the  teelings  of  her 
jieart.     She   repHed,  with  warmth, 
*•'  Indeed,  indeed,  I  never  can  forget 
*'  that  time." 

"  And 
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"  And  do  you,"  faid  Frederic^ 
his  voice  foftened  by  the  declara- 
tion which  had  efcaped  her,  *'  do 
*'  you  look  back  with  fome  little 
"  pleafure  to  that  delightful  pe« 
"  riod  ?  Do  you  remember  that 
"  lad  —  that  —  that  fatal  morning — • 
"  when  —  when  — ."  He  helitated  ; 
li-e  was  too  much  agitated  to  pro- 
ceed . 

Charlotte,  recollecting  herfelf, 
alarmed  at  what  fhe  had  already 
confefTed,  and  ftill  more  apprehen- 
)ive  of  the  continuance  of  the  fub- 
jcd,  took  advantage  of  this  paufe, 
and  again  attempted  to  leave  the 
room.  Again  Frederic  flopped  her, 
and  thius  continued :  "  Fear  not 
^'  that  I  ihall  offend  \'ou  bv  remind- 
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"  ing  you  of  any  thing  which  can 
"  give  you  pain.  I  know  too  well 
"  the  great  diftance  now  between 
"  us  i  you  are  high  born,  afflu- 
"  ent.  I  prefume  no  longer  to 
''  addrefs  you  as  a  lover.  I  am 
'^^  conrcious  of  my  poverty  ;  and 
"  though  my  happinefs  is  {acriiiced 
*'  by  the  declaration,  from  this  hour 
*'  I  refign  all  pretenfions  to  your 
''  hand.  I  only  alk  one  favour  :  al- 
"  low  me  to  confeis  a  load  of  sruilt 
''  which  harrows  up  my  loul? — Do 
"  you  recollect  a  certain  prcmiic  ? 
"  That  promife  I  have  broken  ;  fcan- 
"'  daloufly,  perfidiouily  violated." 

Charlotte,  iuffocated  with  htv 
(cars,  could  not  intcrrup't  him, 

}ic    then   related,    without    pa.'- 

luui:-^ 
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liating  his  fault,  his  adventure  with 
JLady  Ann  Routley. 

Poor  Charlotte  was  relieved  by 
'-the  conclufion :  flie  fuppofed  liim 
aftually  married,  by  his  violent  ac- 
•cufations  againfl  himfelf ;  and  wa-s 
rsiot  a  little  gratified  in  finding  that 
:her  lover's  oftence  was  only  in  theor}', 
not  in  praftice.  Delicacy  forbade 
any  particular  reply ;  yet  fhe  could 
jiot  help  faying,  "  Really,  Mr.  La- 
"  timer,  you  have  done  no  harm. 
^'  I  had  no  right  to  expeft  —  to 
•"  hope  —  to  afK.  — ,"  flie  paufed, 
and  at  length  added,  *'  Indeed  I 
*'  am  not  angry."  She  accompa- 
nied thefe  laft  v/ords  with  a  fmile 
fo  heavenly,  that  it  would  liave  re- 
cojiciled  the  moft  criminal  offender 
2  ii^ 
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to  hinifelf.  Frederic  was  about  to 
exprefs  how  unworthy  he  was  of  her 
forgivenefs,  when  fiie  arofe,  and  rc-^ 
minding  him  that  her  father  waited 
for  her  in  the  other  room,  was  at 
length  allowed  to  retire.  Latimer 
had  fcarcely  time  to  compofe  his 
agitated  frame,  before  the  Duke  of 
Annan,  affided  by  his  ever-atten- 
tive daughter,  made  his  appearance, 
Frederic  ]:!afltd  one  of  the  happieft 
days  of  his  life.  The  Duke  was  all 
kindnefs,  liberality,  friend  Ihip.  The 
lovely  Charlotte  faid  little;  but  in 
her  expreflive  eye,  Frederic  read 
neither  anger  nor  difpleafure ;  and 
he  even  flattered  himfelf  that  he 
lecmed  to  occupy  her  attention.  At 
a  late  hour  he  took  his  leave. 

The 
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The  next  morning,  after  an  anxi- 
ous night,  rendered  fo  by  the  de- 
lightful hopes  which  Charlotte's 
manner,  and  above  all  the  fmile 
with  which  fhe  pronounced  his  par- 
don, had  rekindled  in  his  breaft, 
he  prepared  to  pay  his  refpects  to 
l::s  mother;  being  now  fufFiciently 
recovered  from  his  fall  to  be  carried 
in  a  chair  to  Annan  Houfe.  From 
the  kind  letter  he  had  received  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  he  expeded  that 
his  prefcnce  would  not  be  unaccept- 
able. He  was  ufliered  mto  a  draw- 
ing-room, where  he  was  furprized 
at  finding  the  widowed  Duchefs  not 
alone.  Mr.  Dafli,  whofe  character 
we  have  before  defcribed,  was  feated 
near  her  en    a   fopha.     On   feeing 

Frcdcrir. 
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Frederic,  he  arofc,  cxpreffed  his 
conm-atulations  on  his  return  to 
England,  and  was  leaving  the  room, 
when  her  Grace  requefted  him  to 
flay ;  adding,  with  great  indiffe- 
rence, "  Latimer  and  I  have  no- 
"  thing  to  difcufs  which  requires 
*'  your  abfence."  Chilled  with  the 
coldnefs  of  his  only  parent,  Frederic 
checked  the  ardor  with  which  he 
aj)pro:iched  her,  and  returned  her 
embrace  with  as  little  warmth  as 
jiis  nature  could  admit  of.  If  he 
was  hurt  at  his  reception,  he  was 
Itiil  more  fo  at  the  calm  cafe  witli 
which  {he  enquired  the  hiflory  oi 
h'.s  adventures,  and  o\  his  illnefs  i:). 
the  A  Veil  Indies  :  *'  How  did  you 
"Mike  Martinique?    Wa^^  ine  yd- 

•■■'  0  L,   I JI.  II  *'  low 
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*'  low  fever  very  terrible  ?  Was  tlie 
"  war  very  {liocking  r"  were  qucf- 
.tions  aiKcd  with  tlie  lame  flippant 
j natter tion  with  which  Ihe  would 
have  chatted  with  fonie  favourite 
beau  on  the  excellence  of  a  fmeer, 
the  fplendor  of  an  opera,  or  the 
tafle  of  a  prevalent  fafnion.  La- 
timer (con  found  that  the  few  montlis 
which  had  elapfed  fince  the  date  of 
her  lafb  letter,  had  made  a  total 
change  in  the  favourable  opinion 
vvhich  he  had  flattered  himfJf  his 
mother  be2"an  to  feel  tor  him.  Afrcr 
n  few  trifling  obfervation",  fimilar 
to  tlicfe  we  have  mentioned,  flie 
addrellbd  herf^lf  to  Dafii,  and  {item- 
ed to  f  ^ro-ci  that  her  fon  v.'as  prefent,, 
rrcderic,  indignant  at  iier  condu'll, 

Tofe, 


FREDERIC     LATIMER.  9.^ 

.  iofe,  and  was  taking  his  leave.  "  Be- 
*'  fore  you  go,"  faicl  the  Duchefs, 
*'  1  mufi;  tell  you  the  ftrange  meta- 
"  morphofis  wliich  has  taken  place 
"  in  the  family  of  your  old  tutor 
"  Darewell.  Do  vou  know  that  his 
*'  filler,  t]\c  woman  who  iifed  to 
"^  wafli  your  hands  and  comb  your 
"  fiair,  that  Mrs.  lV/>al  Jo  you  call 
^'  /■//,  is  become  no  lefs  a  perfonage 
''  ii:an  Duv:liCis  of  Annan.  I  can 
''  i^\v;ce!y  keep  my  countenance 
"  whv;;i  i  iliink  of  ii",  hut  I  mull 
^'  tell  you  the  whole  iiory.'*  I^rede- 
iic  lour.d  it  diilicult  to  command  his 
-temper.  The  defjreiice  v.'O.z  to  a  mo- 
iher  could  alone  keep  Ifini  from  re- 
fenting  fo  difrefpec^ful  a  mention  of 
hi>  carlieft  fiend,  the  moft  amiable 

H     2  of 
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of  her  fcx.  Determined  however 
to  hear  no  more,  he  flopped  the 
Duchefs,  who  was  inclined  to  be 
very  eloquent  on  the  fubjeft,  and 
entreated  her  to  fpare  herfeif  the 
trouble  of  relating  the  particulars. 
**  I  know  every  thing,"  faid  he,  "  I 
*'  am  rejoiced  to  find  that  Mrs. 
*'  Murray,  the  bed,  the  moft  ac- 
*'  complifiied,  and  the  mofh  unex- 
*'  ceptionable  woman  living,  is  re- 
**  ftored  to  the  arms  of  an  af!bc- 
**  tionate  hufoand.  As  to  her 
**  change  of  name,  I  am  convinced 
*'  fhe  has  good  fenfc  encu^,'"!  not  to 
*'  fet  any  value  on  To  artific'al  an  ad- 
*'  vantage,  but  I  cannot  litlp  faying 
"  there  is  no  fit  nation  which  fnc 
**  will  not  adorn."' 
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"  She  has  found  a  very  able  ad- 
"  vocate  in  you,  young  man,"  an- 
Iwered  the  Duchefs  with  a  fneer; 
"  but  I  fear,  however  grateful  you 
"  may  be  for  the  fugar  plumbs, 
"  cakes,  and  toys,  which  ilie  may 
"  have  given  you  as  a  boy,  you  will 
"■  find  it  difficult  to  reconcile  the 
*'  beau  7ipjndd  to  her  prepoficrous 
"  exaltation.  But  apropos,  what 
"  kind  of  creature  is  her  daughter  ? 
'••  I  iiavc  not  yet  fccn  her;  I  hope  her 
'-  fatlier's  blood  has  purified  the  vuU 
•'  fariLV  ihe  Inhcrils  from  her  mo- 

l-.-^dcric  n^iociicd  at   licirinp-  his 

O 

Charlotte  !bo!:cn  of  with  diiicf  ^jcl, 

with  cc)ntc;i.i)t,  cxcLi'n:ec],  with   all 

ihe  i^aUiriil   aniuiation   ot   his   clii:- 

H  ^  racier. 
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radler,  "  Oh,  madam  I  flie  is  the 
*'  very  criterion  of  female  perfection. 
*'  I  will  not  attempt  to  dcfcrribe 
*'  her — fuftice  it  to  fay,  that  (he  is 
•'  exactly  the  revcrfc  of  thofe  who 
**  are  called  "  Women  of  P'afhion." 
The  marked  accent  with  winch  he 
pronoi]ncc:]  tlief':  lail  words,  proved 
evidently  that  he  alluded  ro  the 
Ducheis.  "  i  readily  believe,"  (aid 
her  Grace  wi:;i  an  ironical  tone, 
**  that  ihc  is  verv  dilTercnt  ir;:n\ 
*'  every  body  one  ever  law  or  cvc;- 
"  heard  cf;  but  I  really  fear  vou  are 
"  In  Ic'Ve  fom  the  w:irmth  ol  vour 
"  deicription,  and  1  allure  ycv.,  vei: 
"'  could  nor  do  a  n.cre  fbolilh  t:;;:..:> 
*'  She  has  no  nvjncy  durin;:^  her  ;a- 
"  ihcr's  i-fe  ;     1  :i:;V-    ^.jn^    r,^   oivc: 
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'^'  you  ;  and  however  your  romantic 
"  thoughts  may  like  fcntimental  fe- 
"  licity  in  a  cottage,  trull  me  you- 
"  will  loon  be  tired  of  the  experi- 
"  ment.''  She  then  burfc  into  a 
loud  nt  of  lauirhter,  in  which  Dafli 
fcemed  inclined  to  join  her^  but  a 
look  from  Frederic  taught  him  the 
prudence  of  compofing  his  fca- 
turc^, 

Latin^cr  findin?-  it   imncfii'^le  to 

O  i 

v..;mmar.d  liis  temper  any  loii2:er, 
role  irowi  his  Icat,  aiilired  the  Du- 
ch^-is  il..:r  ihc  wa;--  wry  mucli  mi- 
-hdieii  in  :u-pc(ino  that  he  ;d;:ii-ed 
i)  any  fuch    hcnoi;!-   a:^  to   that  to 

I    ■     ;        n  1111  II 

vV:.;cn  me  auudcd  ;  and  bowmg  re- 
;i:.e>'^' ruiiy  to  his  ^  ^oiher,  an*]  (br- 
rrCy  ioDan,,lc'i-  :iv.:  re„.:i. 

K  4.  r^c- 
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Frederic  returned  to  the  hotel 
"With  feelings  of  the  mod  painful  na-. 
lure.  He  had  been  coldly  and  even 
cruelly  treated  by  his  mother.  She 
had  infulted  the  dcarell  object  of 
his  affections,  and  had  taken  care  to 
remind  him  of  his  dependant  flate. 
The  only  pofTible  chance  on  whicli 
he  had  calculated  of  being  able  to 
make  an  offer  worthy  the  acceptance 
of  his  Charlotte,  had  now  vanilhed 
for  ev.er.  Whatever  had  been  his 
mother's  intentions  in  his  favour,  they 
had  completely  changed,  and  ho 
iliw  file  was  dL^termined  to  offer 
him  no  affiflance.  Thus  circum- 
(lanced,.  he  felt  the  impropriety  of 
indulging  any  longer  the  f.attering 
hopes  which  the  fight,  the  manner. 
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and  the  forglvcnefs  of  Charlotte,  had 
revived.  He  was  too  generous,  too 
r.oble,  to  feck  what  muft  now  ap- 
pear an  intcrefled  union,  and  he 
thought  it  diflionourable  to  encou- 
rage an  attachment,  which  every 
principle  of  ducy  taught  him  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  declining  ;  yet  it  u'as  im- 
poiliblc  for  h'nn  to  behave  with  cold- 
ncis  to  Charlotte.  However  cruel 
the  facrifice,  he  muir  tear  hinifcif 
from  bcr  view.  IT.i  now  regretted 
that  he  had  left  the  Weft  Indies,  or 
accepted  his  re-appointmrnt  in  the 
Guards  ;  yet  vrhen  he  remembered 
that  CharioLi;e's  life,  and  that  of  hcT 
vcnc-;able  Father,  had  been  laved  by 
tlut  event,  he  ceafed  to  lar  lent  a  cir- 
cumftance  in  v/hich  he  was  the  only 
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lofer,  aiul  by  which  thofe  amiable  ob-- 
jefts  had  been  prelcTved.  To  ex- 
change a^ain  into  a  marching  regi- 
ment, and  by  volunteering  the  mod 
defperate  fervices  to  leek  a  glorious 
and  fudden  termination  to  his  cares, 
was  the  only  lad  meafure  on  which 
he  cculd  determine.  He  almoft 
heiltated  wlictlvcr  he  ought  to  ac- 
cept an  invitation  which  he  had  re- 
ceived, to  dine  the  following  day 
with  the  Duke  of  Annan  ;  yet  he 
could  not  relift  the  temptation  of 
Iceing  Charlotte  once  again,  and  at 
the  hour  appointed  he  haflened  to 
the  apartment  of  his  Grace. 

Tlic    little    party   were    jufb    af- 

fembledi  the  Duke,  almofl;  recovered 

from  the  gout,  Irad   kk  his   fopha, 

3  and 
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."ind  was  feated  for  the  firll  time  fincc 
Iiis  illnefs  on  a  chair.  Lady  Char- 
lotte fhewcd,  in  her  fpcaking  coun- 
tenance, the  mixed  fenfations  of  joy 
and  fear  which  agitated  her  heart. 
She  was  dehghted  at  the  convalcf- 
ccncc  of  her  father,  but  the  grief 
v.hicli  ihc  obfcrvcd  flarapcd  on  the 
leatures  of  biCr  lover,  alarmed  her 
gentle  bread  with  a  thouland  fears. 
Was  he  ill  ?  had  his  fall  cccailoned 
;i  It'VtT  ?  or  had  l:is  mother,  with 
ilie  liaugl.tincfs  ot  whole  chr.r"Cter 
ihe  was  well  acquainted,  up'r/raicled 
liirn  with  his  attentions  to  her  ? 
P>jth  thoughts  were  agony.  In  both 
ihc  confidcred  herf^if  tiic  caufe  oj: 
!ViS  uneairnef::.  T'lcfe  fentimcnts 
r^rndcrcd  her  more  particularly  at- 
tentive 
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tentlve  than  fhe  had  ever  yet  ven- 
tured to  be  to  Frederic.  He  on  his 
lide,  though  he  tried  to  be  referved, 
was  too  much  elevated  by  her 
marked  kindnefs  to  preferve  the. 
prudent  coldnefs  on  which  he  had 
refolved.  In  her  fmiles  he  foon 
forgot  the  cbfbacles  to  his  happi- 
nefs,  and  thinking  of  nothing  hut 
his  prefent  joy,  his  face  once  again 
aifumed  its  wonted  gaiety.  They 
were  lilting  down  to  dinner,  Vviieii  a 
carriage  drove  up  to  the  door  of  tlic 
hotel,  and  in  a  few  minutes  Ivaie- 
well  and  Mrs.  Murray  (now  Bucliefs: 
of  Annan)  rulhcd  into  the  room. 
The  former,  aftonifhcd  at  finding 
his  beloved  pupil  thus  unexpectedly 
v.itli  his  family,  exprelfed  with  bis 
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ufual  warmth  his  pleai'uie  and  his 
furprize  ;  the  latter  was  for  fome 
time  too  much  occupied  with  the 
joy  of  beholding  her  hufband  and 
her  child,  who  had  been  fo  nearly 
fnatched  from  her  for  ever,  to  fee  or 
think  of  any  one  elfe.  She  ran  from 
one  to  the  other,  and  embracing 
them  with  the  fondefb  tendernefs, 
could  fcarcely  fatisfy  herfelf  that 
they  were  really  unhurt.  When 
(lie  was  at  length  in  fome  degree 
tranquillized,  the  Duke  reminded 
her  that  there  was  another  perfon  in 
company,  whom,  no  doubt,  flic 
v/ouid  have  equal  fatisfaftion  in  dif- 
covering.  "  Permit  me,"  continued 
iie,  "  to   introduce'  to  you,  in  the 

*•'  dm- 
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'^'  charad:er  of  our  preferver,  your 
•**  old  friend  Frederic  Latimer." 

The  Duchefs  could  fcarcely  be- 
'lieve  that  what  (he  heard  was  real. 
"She  looked  with  anxious  recol- 
lection at  the  features  of  Frederic, 
and  foon  perceived  that  llie  was  not 
miftaken.  She  flew  into  his  arms, 
and  overcome  by  the  various  feel- 
ings of  the  moment,  could  only  fay 
*'  Is  it  really  to  you  I  owe  mv  child, 
"  my  hufband  ?"  and  inflantly 
fainted.  When  flie  came  to  herfelf, 
no  words  can  defcribe  her  happinefs. 
She  was  furrounded  by  all  that  fhe 
loved  on  earth,  and  (he  fav*'  before 
her  and  recognized  as  the  author  of 
that  happ'inefs,  the  youth  whom  flic 
had  educated,  whom  fl^ie  had  ever 

i,onn- 
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-confidercd  as  her  fon,  who  had  (6 
long  been  abfent  from  licr,  and  of 
whofe  perilous  fituatlon  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  fhe  had  heard  with  trein- 
bhngapprehenfion.  It  will  be  need- 
lefs  to  attempt  a  delineation  of  the 
fcene  which  followed.  The  feeling 
heart  will  eafily  fupply  it ;  the  cold 
one  can  not  conceive,  what  it  never 
can  experience. 

The  next  morning  Darewell  called 
•on  Frederic  ;  and  after  repeating  his 
gratitude,  and  that  of  all  his  famil}'', 
told  him  he  came  to  difcharge  a 
commiffion  of  fome  delicacy  from 
the  Duke  his  brother.  "  You  know, 
"  Latimer,"  faid  the  good  man, 
*'  that  on  the  marri:ige  of  your  mo- 
'**  ther  with  her  fecond  huiband,  half 

"  your 
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"  your  late  grandfather's  fortune  was 
*'  paid  down  as  a  marriage  portion 
*'  to  the  Duke  of  Annan.  The 
"  greater  part  of  that  Turn  has  de- 
.*'  volved  by  his  death  on  his  repre- 
■*'  Tentative,  our  venerable  friend  ; 
"  and  he  feels  it  a  dutv,  v.hich  he 
"is  not  eiafy  till  he  has  fulfilled, 
**  to  pay  it  over  to  you,  the  proper 
**  heir  of  the  perfon  from  wliom  ii: 
"  came."  Frederic  interrupted  his 
guardian.:  "  Good  God,  Sir,"  cried 
■he,  "  what  claim  can  I  polTibly  have 
*^  on  a  fum  paid  at  my  mother's 
"  marriage  with  the  late  Duke,  and 
"  for  which  ample  fcttlen:icE:its  Vv'cre 
'■'  made,  fecurcd  on  the  euates  now 
"*  belonging  to  his  brother.  "  Be 
7'  patient,"  faid  Mr.  Darcwcll  "  and 

''  I  win 
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"  I  win  fully  explain  myfelf.  The 
"  Duke  of  Annan  thinks,  and  in 
"  my  opinion  thinks  rightly,  that 
"  Mr.  Alderman  Browning's  fortune 
*'  ought  to  have  been  fecured  to  your 
"  father,  though,  by  his  miftaken 
"  liberality,  it  was  left  in  the  power 
"  of  your  mother.  If  flie  had  not 
'•  married  again,  you  probably  would 
"  have  been  heir  to  all  vour  o;rand- 
■"  father's  riches.  By  the  hard  and 
*'  iniquitous  bargain  made  by  the 
*'  late  Duke,  half  was  paid  down  to 
"  him  as  the  porlion  of  your  mother, 
*'  and  the  remainder  fettled  on  the 
*'  D'jchcfs  for  her  own  ufe  at  the 
*'  death  of  her  father ;  in  confe- 
*'  qii'jnce  of  Vv'hich  the  Jointure  iiTu- 
**  iiig  out  of  the  eftates  of  Annan 
VOL.  in.  t  "  was 
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"  was  infinitely  fmaller  than  it  other- 
"  wife  would  have  been ;  and  of 
"  courfe  my  brother,  who  inherits 
"  thofe  eflates,  is  fo  much  the  richer. 
"  He  therefore  confiders  himfelf  in- 
*'  dcbted  to  you  exactly  in  the  I'um 
"  he  has  received,  and  infiils  on  your 
"  receiving  it  back,  not  as  a  fa- 
*'  vour,  but  as  that  to  which  vou 
*'  are  ftridly  entitled." 

Frederic,  furprized  at  the  gene- 
rous oifer  of  the  Duke,  and  ilill  more 
fo  at  the  urgency  with  which  Mr. 
Darewell  entreated  him  to  accept 
it,  was,  however,  not  unprepared  to 
acl  as  became  his  character.  He 
pofitively  declined  all  idea  of  ac- 
ceding to  his  Grace's  propofal ;  and 
with  a  refolute  tone  allured  his  be- 
loved 
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loved  guardian  that  every  argument 
was  in  vain.     Mr.  Darewell  ftill  at- 
tempted to  perfevere  ;  he  reminded 
him  that  what  the  Duke  now  offer- 
ed he  was  fully  entitled  to  receive  ; 
and  that  far  from  fubjecling  himfelf 
to  an  obligation,  he  would  confer 
one  by  the  acceptance.     "  I  entrcvat 
"  you,    Frederic,"   added   he,  with 
iiis    ufual    friendfliip,    "  to   throw 
"  afide   fo  abfurd,  fo   romantic    an 
*'  excefs  of  pride.     You  are  offered 
*'  an  affluent  fortune,  to  which  you 
"  have  an  equitable,  if  not  a  legal 
*'  claim  ;  and   the   perfon   who   re- 
"  quefts  you  to   receive   it   is   one 
*'  who  owes  not  only  his  own  life  to 
"  your  exertions,  but  likewiic  that 
^'  of  liib  clfild.    Remember  too,  that 
I   2  "  vou 
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"  you  lofe  the  only  opportunity 
"  which  may  ever  be  afforded  you 
*'  of  obtaining  a  comfortable,  inde- 
*'  pendent  fituation.  I  am  forry  to 
*'  tell  you,  that  in  the  iliort  time  I 
"  have  paiTed  in  London,  I  have  al- 
*'  ready  learnt,  that  your  mother  has 
"  formed  another  attachment,  and 
*'  is  about  to  throv/  herfelf  away  on 
'^  that  worthlefs  fellow  Dalh  ;  whofe 
*'  fine  figure,  infmuating  manner, 
"  and  confummate  art,  fhe  has  not 
"  been  able  to  withfland.  You  have 
*'  therefore  no  chance  from  that 
"  qur.rtcr;  and  1  fear,  if  you  rcjecl 
''  the  prefcnt  propofition,  your  cir- 
"  ciimftances  can  never  be  im- 
*'  proved."  *'  Oh  talk  not  thus  to 
*•'  me,  my  dear  Sir,"  replied  Fre- 
deric, 
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deric,  "  you  know  on  principles  I 
"  am  not  to  be  fliakcn  by  pecuniary 
"  reafons.  I  am  fure  you  do  not 
"  think  I  (liould  do  wrong  in  agree - 
"  ing  to  the  Duke's  munificent  ot- 
"  fer,  or  you  would  not  recommend 
"  it  ;  but  on  this  fubjecl  I  muil  be 
"  guided  by  my  own  judgment.  It 
*'  is  a  queftion  of  feeling ;  and  you 
*•  muft  forgive  me  when  I  affure  you, 
'*  that  no  perfon  on  earth  can  Ihake 
"  my  rcfolution  in  refufing  a  pro- 
"  pOi'al,  the  generofity  of  which  I 
"  never  Ihall  forget.  The  accept- 
"  ance,  in  my  mind,  would  have 
'^  been  alike  deroo-atorv  to  mv  cha- 
"  racier,  unhandfome  to  the  Duke, 
"  and  unjuft  to  his  daughter." 
"  Well,  Frederic,"  rejoincsd  Mr. 
1  3  Darcvv'cll, 
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Darewell,  "  your  iafl  remark  has 
**  fuggefted  a  mode  of  fettling  our 
"  little  difference,  which  I  hope  will 
"  not  be  difagreeable  :  you  once 
"  profeffed  an  attachment  to  my 
"  niece.  She  remains  unmarried, 
*'  and  feems  not  to  diflike  you.  If 
"  Lady  Ann  Routley  has  not  entirely 
*'  driven  her  from  your  thoughts, 
*'  perhaps  you  may  ftill  be  inclined 
"  to  offer  her  your  hand.  I  think  I 
"  could  engage  for  ray  fifter  and  her 
"  worthy  hufoand  that  they  will  not 
"  oppofe  your  iuccefs,  God  knows, 
"  when  Mrs.  Murray  and  I  tore  you 
"  from  each  other  at  Dawlifh,  our 
"  only  motive  was  your  mutual  hap- 
"  pinefs.  You  had  then  not  the 
"  means  oi  exificnce.  A  large  ium 
8  "is 
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"  is  now  oftered  you,  which,  though 
**  you  may  rejed:  alone,  you  cer- 
"  tainly  will  not  refufe  as  the  for- 
"  tune  of  Charlotte." 

Frederic  was  confufed  ;  he  knew 
not  what  to  aniwer;  at  length,  re- 
covering the  ufe  of  fpeech,  he  af- 
fured  Mr.  Darewell,  that  though  he 
felt  the  mofh  ardent  affection  for  his 
niece ;  and  that  he  fliould  make 
himfelf  the  moft  miferable  man 
alive  in  feparating  himfelf  from  the 
firft,  the  only  objecb  of  his  lafting 
attachment,  yet  he  was  determined 
to  do  fo.  "  The  xevy  reafon,"  added 
he,  "  my  dear  Sir,  which  you  urge 
"  for  my  encouraging  this  early 
"  pafTion  of  my  heart,  is  thj  one 
*'  which  determines  me  to  relin- 
I  4  '*  quifh 
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"  quiQi  It  for  ever.  If  Lady  Char- 
"  lotte  Maclean  were  ftill  the  fimplc 
*'  Mifs  Murray,  with  nothing  but 
"  her  virtues  for  her  dower,  and  I 
"  the  emperor  of  the  world,  I  fliould 
*'  think  myfelf  honoured  in  being 
"  allowed  to  declare  myfelf  her  lover: 
"  but  far  different  is  our  prefent  fitu- 
*'  ation  ;  the  is  now  the  affluent 
*'  daughter  of  a  noble  Duke  ;  Hie 
"  is  entitled  to  expe<5l  the  higheft 
"  rank  and  riches  in  the  country. 
"  Does  it  become  me,  a  poor  fu- 
""'  baltern  in  the  army,  with  fcarcely 
"  any  thing  but  my  pay,  an  putcall 
"  from  my  family,  io  afpire  at  calling 
''  her  mine?  No,  Sir,  I  will  not  at- 
"  tempt  to  cloud  the  bright  profpecl: 
*'  which  ihines  before  her.    I  will  not 

"  purchr.ie 
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"  purchafe  the  happinefs,  the  inexr- 
"  preflible  happinefs,  of  being  the 
*'  hufband  of  Charlotte,  at  the  price 
*'  of  diflionour.  My  refolution  is 
"  taken.  I  will  again  exchange  into 
"  the  line  ;  and  flying  once  more  to 
"  the  defoiating  fcencs  of  the  Weft 
*'  Indies,  end  my  miferable  days,  if 
"  not  in  tranquillity,  at  leaft  with 
"  reputation." 

Darewcll,  whilft  he  admired  the 
magnanimity  of  his  adopted  fon, 
tried  every  ar2;ument  to  diffuade 
him  from  fo  rafh  a  refolution,  and 
to  induce  him  to  confider,  at  leaft, 
the  hint  he  had  thrown  out.  "  You 
"  are,"  faid  Darewcll,  "  the  moft 
"  extraordinary  young  man  alive, 
"  When  it  was  madnefs  to  think  of 

"  marrying 


122         FREDERIC    LATIMER. 

"  marrying  my  niece,  force  only  pre- 
"  vented  your  doing  fo.  Now,  when 
"  every  circumftance  feems  to  ren- 
"  der  fuch  an  union  defirable,  it  is 
"  impoffible  to'  make  you  even  liften 
"  to  the  propofal."  But  neither  rail- 
lery nor  argument  had  any  weight 
with  Frederic,  and  Mr.  Dare  well  left 
his  beloved  pupil  without  having 
made  any  impreflion  on  his  mind. 
Though  he  lincerely  regretted  his 
miftaken  generofity,  he  could  not 
help  in  his  heart  commending  the 
noble,  the  difmterefted  principle  on 
which  he  aded. 
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CHAP.    XXVI. 

When  Mr.  Darewell  repeated  the 
converfation  which  had  pafled  be- 
tween him  and  Frederic,  the  Duke 
and  Ducliefs  of  Annai\  were  equally- 
grieved  and  furprized  at  the  feif- 
lorbearance  of  Latimer.  They  all 
agreed  in  ardently  wiftiing  to  over- 
come his  amiable  fcruples,  and  to 
iee  Charlotte  united  to  a  man  who 
by  this  very  aft  proved  himfelf  (o- 
truly  worthy  of  her  choice.  They 
concealed  from  her  their  defign, 
but  they  determined,  by  all  poffible 
means,  to  encourage  an  union  every 
way  calculated  to  promote  the  hap- 

pinefs 
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pinefs  of  the  two  beings  in  whofe  fate 
they  felt  moft  deeply  interefted. 

Frederic,  in  the  mean  while,  feel- 
ing the  fad  neceffity  of  tearing  him- 
felf  from  the  fight  of  her  he  adored, 
had  declined  two  or  three  preffing 
invitations  from  the  Duke  of  An- 
nan, and  had  aftually  entered  into  a 
negotiation  for  exchanging  into  a  re- 
giment quartered  in  St.  Domingo, 
when  he  received  another  mcffage 
begging  him  to  dine  with  his  friends 
the  next  day,  previoufly  to  their  re- 
moval from  the  hotel,  which  was  to 
take  place  the  fubfequent  morning  ; 
his  Grace  having  hired  a  houfe  in 
the  neighbourhood,  to  which  he  was 
now  fufficiently  recovered  to  be  con- 
veved. 

Frederic 
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Frederic  doubted  whether  he 
'GUght  to  accept  this  invitation ; 
3et,  as  he  was  determined  to  com- 
pleat  the  exchange,  and  to  fet  fail 
in  a  Ihort  time  for  a  diftant  coun- 
try, he  thought  he  might  venture 
once  again  to  indulge  himfelf  with 
the  fight  of  Charlotte. 

He  was  received  by  the  Duke 
and  Duchefs  with  the  fame  cordial 
Vv'armth  as  ufual,  but  he  could  not 
Jiclp  being  hurt  at  the  cold  and  dif- 
tant manner  of  their  daughter.  In 
fail  Ilie  conceived  herfclf  negi;lecled 
by  his  abfence,  and  unacquainted 
with  his  honourable  motives,  at- 
tributed his  conducl  to  change  of 
.opinion,  to  ficklenefs  of  charafter-. 
crfomc  new  attachment.  Her  warm 

heart 
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heart  had  been  agonized  with  thefe 
thoughts  for  fome  days,   and   her 
feeHngs  were  marked  on  her  counte- 
nance.    She  returned  his  enquiries 
after  her  health  with  evident  forma- 
lit}^,  but  Frederic  diftrafted  at  the 
appearance  of  illnefs,  which  he  per- 
ceived in  her  altered  looks,  enquired 
again  with  fo  much  intereft,  that  (lie 
foon  forgot   lier   anger,  found  ex- 
cufes  for  his  behaviour,  and  again 
welcomed  him    to   himfelf  by   her 
fmiles.     The  dinner  paft  as  it  ever 
did  in  their  fociety,  with  convivia- 
hty  and  good  humour.     They  were 
fitting  round  the  fire  in  the  evening, 
the   Duchefs   prefiding   at   the    tea 
table,  Charlotte  playing  the  harp,  on 
•which    Ihe   was  a  proficient,  Fre- 

-deric 
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•deric  liftening  with  fond  admiration, 
the  Duke  reading  a  news-paper 
which  had  juft  been  brought  in,  and 
Darewell  contemplating  with  inward 
joy,  the  happy  httle  circle  which  he 
beheld  around  him,  when  the  noife 
of  a  piftol-fhot  fuddenly  alarmed 
them.  The  bell  was  rung,  and  a 
waiter,  after  fome  delay,  ran  into  the 
room  in  great  apparent  agitation. — 
*'  For  Heaven's  fake,"  faid  Mr. 
Darewell,  *'  what  is  the  matter  ? 
"  Whence  cam.e  that  report?"  "  Oh 
•"  Sir,"  replied  the  man,  trembling  as 
he  fpoke  "the  poor  young  gentle- 
*'  man  who  came  here  laft  night" — 
Frederic  fufpefted  from  this  begin- 
ning that  he  was  about  to  relate 
fomcthlng  horrid,  and    fearful   left 

his 
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his  Charlotte  Ihould  be  affefted  by 
the  recital,  fprang  from  his  feat,  and 
forcing  the  waiter  out  of  the  door, 
prevented  the  conclufion  of  his 
fpeech.  He  then  enquired  again, 
and  was  again  informed  "that  the 
"  poor  young  gentlemen  who  came 
"  in  laft  night,  had  juft  fliot  himfelf, 
"  in  an  adjoining  room."  Darcweli 
had  followed  Frederic,  and  they 
haftened  .together  to  the  apartment 
pointed  cut,  where  a  crowd  was  al- 
ready collected.  They  there  beheld 
the  figure  of  an  elegant  young  man 
extended  on  the  fioor,  but  his  fea- 
tures-were lb  disfigured,  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  diicover  a  remaining 
■trace.  Near  him  lay  the  piftol  with 
which  he  had   perpetrated  the  fatal 

a:c 
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ad,  and  another  charged  and  primed 
Icemed  ready  to  have  perfecled  his 
defign,  if.hc  had  failed  in  the  firfl 
attempt.  They  were  too  much  agi- 
tated at  the  fight  to  know  for  fome 
time  what  ought  to  be  done.  It  at 
laft  occurred  to  Mr.  Darewell,  that 
fome  letter  might  be  found  in  the 
pocket  of  the  unfortunate  young  man 
which  migl:t  ciiclofe  who  he  was; 
for  the  waiters  were  unacquainted 
with  his  name,  and  had  never  fcen 
him  before  the  preceding  night, 
when  he  arrived  in  a  chaife  from  th-e 
country. 

Darewell  firPL  looked  in  the  pocket 
of  his  waiftcoat,  and  there  perceived    •■ 
a   jlip  of  paper  on  whicli  was  writ- 
ten— 

VOL.  III.  K  "A  fatal 
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"  A  fatal  paffioii  for  play  has  beea. 
my  ruin  J  I  loil  ten  thoufand 
pounds  to  Mr.  Daili.  I  fiew 
down  to  Yorklhirei  my  father 
would  not  difcharge  my  debt  -,  I  re- 
turned; tried  in  vain  to  procure 
the  money  in  London  ;  it  was  not 
to  be  had.  My  honour  is  pledg- 
ed for  the  payment  to-morrow. 
Driven  to  defpair,  I  liavc  deter- 
mined to  end  my  days  at  once. 
\Vho:ver  you  are  who  open  this 
paper,  cenfure  not  miy  conduct, 
unleis  you  have  known  agonies 
like  mine.  Oh  \  my  father  !  when 
you  hear  of  my  death,  you  will 
perhaps  regret  when  too  late  trie 
unfortunate 

**  A^ViNCOUFT." 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Darewell  read  the  fignature 
three  times  before  he  would  allow 
himfclf  to  believe  that  indeed  it  was 
chat  of  Lord  Aglncourt,  Frederic's 
coufin,  the  only  remaining  fon  of  his 
former  pupil  the  Earl  of  CrefTey. 
He  flattered  himfelf  at  firfl  that  he 
was  miftaken,  but  on  examining 
his  other  pockets  he  was  fatally 
convinced  of  the  truth.  Amon2:ft 
other  papers  he  found  a  letter  to  him 
from  Dadi,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy. 

"  My  dear  Lord," 

"  I  am  forry  to  appear  trou- 
"  bicfonie,  or  to  put  you  to  any  dif- 
"  trcfs ;  but  I  am  io  ch'cumllanced 
•'  that  I  ci^nnot  pc^ffiblydi.penlewilh 
''  the  payment  of  the  £  lo.ooo.  di:c 

K    2  ^"^  to 
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"  to  me  from  you  beyond  Tuefday 
"  next.  To  account  for  my  being 
*'  fo  preffing,  I  will  not  conceal  from 
"  you  that  I  am  about  to  be  mar- 
"  ried  to  the  beautiful  Duchefs  of 
*^  Annan  j  and  that  the  ium  in  qucl- 
*'  tion  is  wanted  for  the  neccilary 
**  preparations. 

"  Havins;  fiiid  this,  and  havini?, 
*'  added  that  the  match  mull;  be  put 
"  off,  if  I  am  difappointed  in  receiving 
*'  the  money,  I  il:all  depend  on  your 
"  puncluality. 

"Your's  very  truly 

.  ,,    _,  (fiened)  "K.  DasIi.' 

Auureiied  to         ^    ^        ■' 

*'Lord  Agincouit." 

This  letter   feemcd    to    have   oc- 
calioned  the   proavue,   the  non- per- 
formance 
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formance  of  which  had  induced  this 
rafh  young  nobleman  to  put  an  end 
to  hisexiflence.  Darewell  took  care  to 
iccure  thcfc  papers,  and  having  long 
been  conneftcd  with  the  family  of 
tlie  deceafed,  he  felt  it  his  duty,  how- 
ever painful,  to  communicate  the  fad 
intelHgence  to  Lord  CrelTey.  Fre- 
deric knew  but  little  of  his  coufin, 
v/ho  had  been  principally  educated 
111  York  (hire,  had  then  pad  fonie 
years  abroad,  and  was  but  lately  re- 
turned to  En2;land,  durin'?  the  ab- 
lenfe  of  the  former  in  the  Weft  In- 
(.iies ;  yet  \vas  he  deeply  aniiifled  with 
his  untimely  fate.  He  recollected 
his  own  Icnlatioiiij  at  the  lois  of  a 
roniparatively  iiiiall  llim  of  mo;icv, 
viL-hvLilil  he  felt  the  moil  iivelyr^vati- 
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tude  to  Mr.  Dennifon,  who  had  on 
that  occafion  taught  him  the  duties 
of  fortitude,   he  pitied   more   than 
blamed  his  unfortunate  relation.  The 
advantages  he  was  perfonally  to  derive 
frorn  this  dreadful  accident,  his  gene- 
rous heart  never  allowed  him  to  con- 
iider  -,  and  he  lamented  with  fincere 
grief,  an  event  which  made  him  heir 
to  an   Englifh  earldom   and  fifteen 
thoufand  a  year.    When  he  was  fuf- 
ficiently  recovered  to  ftifle  the  ap- 
pearance of  forii^ow,  he   returned  to 
the  apartment  of  the  Duke,  and  fa- 
tisfied  the  anxious  apprehensions  of 
Charlotte,  by  pretending  that  a  pillol 
bad   gone  off  by  accident,  and  that 
the  v;aiters  had  in  their  alarm,  fup- 
pofed  a  gentleman  had  been  (hot.  But 

thouizh 
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though  he  thus  diiTeaibled  the  truth 
for  a  few  moments,  his  candid  mind 
was  incapable  of  carrying  on  the  de- 
ceit, and  pretending  a  particular  en- 
gagement, he  took  his  leave.  He 
went  immediately  to  Mr.  Darewell,. 
whom  he  found  occupied  in  the  me- 
lancholy tafic  of  communicating  the 
fatal  intelligence  to  Lord  CrelTey. 
'"  My  only  conlblation,"  fild  Dare- 
well,  as  he  entered  the  room,  "  at  this. 
"  fad  event,  is,  that  you  will  fucceed 
'^  to  the  fortune  and  honours  of  3'our 
'^^  family.  I  congraLulaLeyou,miy  dear 
^'  Frederic,  and  iincerely  hope  you 
*'•  will  long  live  to  enjoy  them." 

'^  Oh,  Sir,"  replied  the  warm- 
hearted Latimer,  *'  do  not  fpcak  to 
■""  me  of  joy,  of  fortune,  or  ot  honour?. 
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*'  at  this  moment ;  when  1  remember 
**  my  own  folly,  I  can  not  be  iuiiici- 
*'  ently  thankful  at  not  having  my- 
*'  felf  committed  a  fimiiar  crime  ; 
"  to  your  early  inftruclions,  and  to 
"  the  kind  attentions  of  the  vvortiiy 
"  Mr.  Dennifon,  do  I  alone  owe  my 
"  prefcrvation." 

"  You  will  derive,"  continued  Mr. 
Darewcll  "  another  poffible  advantage 
*'  from  tjiis  melancholy  catafcrophe. 
*'  The  letter  -.ve  hiave  juft  read,  paints 
"  the  characler  of  Dalh  in  fuch  co- 
"  lours,  tint  I  am  determimd  to  ferid 
"  It  to  your  mother.  It  may  perhaps 
*'  av/aken  her  prudence,  and  i.revent 
"  the  execution  of  t!;e  wikl  iciicmc 
*'  Piie  now    Uieditatc?,   of    mari'ving- 

abandoned 
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**  young  man.  Should  it  do  To,  it 
"  is  poffible  (lie  may  once  again  feel 
*•  for  you  the  affeftion  of  a  parent, 
*'  and  allow  you  to  (liare  fome  part 
*'  of  her  enormous  wealth." 

Frederic  again  entreated  his  guar- 
dian not  to  think  of  him,  but  to  de- 
vote his  whole  mind  to  the  letters  ^e 
v»'as  com  welled  to  write;  framins::  then 

i  'CD 

in  language  bed  calculated  to  pi^^;are 
the  ur.f )rtun?.t2  Lord  Creficy  for 
the  fud'ien  an.d  fatal  account  of  his 
(bn's  difibkitton. 

By  the  exertions  of  Dareweli  and 
Frederic,  the  iiiry  who  were  now-  fum- 
moned,  returned  a  vcrclicc  of  lunacy; 
and  the  remains  of  the  once  elegant 
■lord  Agincourt  were  aJlowcc  the  rites 
of  burial, 

Jn 
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In  a  few  days  the  exprefs  returned 
with  Lord  CreiTey's  anfwer.  Hum- 
'bled  by  this  heavy  calamity,  that 
haughty  earl  no  longer  exprefled  liim- 
felf  with  arrogance.  To  the  tutor 
whom  in  his  infancy  he  had  prefumcd 
•to  treat  with  dlfrefpecV,  and  whom 
afterwards  he  had  totally  forgotten, 
he  now  wrote  in  terms  of  affectionate 
gratitude.;  .after  declaring  all  the 
agony  of  his  prefent  feelings,  and  his 
•extreme  ill  health,  he  thanked  Mr. 
Darewell  for  the  delicate  manner  in 
which  he  had  conveyed  the  fatal  news, 
and  flill  more  fo,  for  the  very  favour- 
able account  he  had  tranfmitted  to 
him  of  his  nephew,  the  laii  and  folc 
•remaining  hope  of  his  family,  whofc 
ib.fe  return  to  England  w.as  the  only 

•con  ^b  tic:: 
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confolation  of  which  his  calamities 
admitted.  The  letter  concluded  with 
a  preiliLg  invitation  to  Darewell  and 
Frederj.,  to  pay  him  a  vifit  in  York- 
(liire,  and  by  their  prefence  to  allevi- 
ate the  gloom  and  horror  of  his 
thoughts. 

It  was  very  inconvenient  to  Dare- 
well  to  take  To  !  .ng  a  journey,  for 
though  in  good  health,  he  was  now 
more  than  feveaty  years  of  age,  be- 
fides  which  he  felt  fo  happy  in  the 
fociety  of  his  dear  fifter,  of  her  efti- 
mable  huiband,  and  his  lovely  niece, 
that  he  widicd  to  employ  the  Ihort 
time  he  allowed  himfclf  to  be  abfent 
from  his  parifli,  folely  in  their  com- 
pany. To  Latimer  alfo,  the  journey 
was   far  from  plcafant.     His  whole 

thoughts 
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thoughts  were  wrapped  up  in  Char- 
lotte, and  being  novv  in  a  lituation 
which  entitled  him  to  look  forward 
to  the  completion  cf  his  v.ilhei,  with- 
cut  difgrace  to  hiCr  or  dillionour  to 
himfelf,  he  every  day  became  more 
attached ;  whilfc  fiie  on  her  part, 
though  unconfcious  of  thiis  change 
in  his  aiTairs,  was  dciightcd  at  ti;e 
fercnity  "f  his  m.aiiner,  and  no  longor 
dcubtcG  the  warmth  or  tiie  truth  of 
his  ci:.  ^chment.  Thu3  circumfianccd, 
to  neither  \^"as  the  invitation  very  ac- 
iCeptabie,  yet  it  was  a  duty  of  ciiarity 
whicl:.  they  were  cabed  or  to  peri  jrm, 
r.nd  Vicy  fcb  tbemielves  bound  to 
<ji;charge  it. 

They  acccrdingiy  let  cut  liie  i:')U 
dowing   moriiing,   and   in  three  d.',y:^ 

fouud 
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found  themfclves  at  Poiflier's  Caftle^ 
tlie  magnificent  feat  of  the  Earl  of 
Crelley.  Frederic  and  Mr.  Darev/ell 
were  received  by  the  chaplain  of  the 
family  with  great  civility  and  refped  : 
from  him  they  learnt  that  Lord  Cref- 
fey  expected  their  arrival  with  im- 
patience, but  that  the  phyficians  who 
attended  him,  feared  that  for  fom.e 
d'-ws  it  would  be  imprudent  to  allow 
liim  that  fatisLidlion,  as  his  nerves 
were  To  much  Hiaken,  that  any  frefh 
furprife  or  violent  ap-itation,  mioht 
prove  fatal  to  his  confdtution,  which 
lr:.d  long  been  the  viclim  of  debility 
and  diic;;fe.  In  this  interval,  Dare- 
wcU  related  to  Frederic,  who  knev/ 
little  of  his  uncle,  the  hiilory  of  his 
lixe.     AfLcr  palling  a  Ihort   time  at 

Eton, 
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Eton,  to  which  fchool  it  will  be  re- 
membered he  was  fent  by  the  advice 
of  Mr.  Darewell,  and  making  but 
little  improvement  either  in  mind 
or  knowledge,,  he  was,  on  the  death 
of  his  father,  taken  home  by  his 
doting  mother,  and  for  three  years 
kept  in  effeminate  eafc,  driving  her 
phaeton  in  the  morning,  and  attend- 
ing her  to  routs  in  the  evening.  He 
then  thought  fit  to  travel,  and  fol- 
lowed by  a  fervile  and  obedient  tutor^ 
vifitcd  the  different  courts  of  Europe. 
He  was  delighted  with  Italy.  Tlie 
pleafures  and  the  air  of  that  (bit  cli- 
mate, were  particularly  calculated 
for  his  delicate  frame;  and  oncom- 
ing of  age,  he  merely  vifited  England 
ior  a  few  v/ccks,  took  his  feat  in  the 
-;  jioufe 
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lioufe  of  lords,  and  then  returned  to 
Florence;,  where  his  large  fortune 
procured  him  the  rank^  the  luxuries,, 
and  the  refpe6t  of  a  reigning  prince. 
Twenty  years  he  paft  in  this  manner^ 
indulged  in  every  caprice  of  paffion, 
flattered,  courted,  and  alnioft  wor- 
ihipped  by  the  needy  Italians.  Du- 
ring his  flay  in  that  country,  he  be- 
came acquainted  with  an  Englifli 
lady,  the  daughter  of  an  ofHcer  them 
on  his  travels,  of  extreme  'ocauty  and 
great  accomplilhments,  lie  tried  at 
lirfl:  to  feduce  her,  but  finding  that 
impoffihle,  and  being  called  to  an  ac- 
eoimt  by  the  veteran  her  fither,  for 
the  r.ttempt,  he  ccndcfcended  to  ac- 
conicdare  the  bufmcfs  by  marrying 
her.    By  Lady  Crefiby  he  had  three 

children^ 
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children,  two  Tons  and  a  daughter  ^ 
the  latter  died  in  her  infancy,  the 
younger  Ton  was  in  the  navy,  and 
killed  .n  a  late  engagement ;  the  el- 
ded and  only  remaining  child  was  lie, 
whofe  melancholy  fate  has  been  be- 
fore related.  Satiated  with  pleafure, 
he  was  at  hCz  perfurided  by  t'r.e 
Countcf:.,  who  was  impatient  to  dii- 
piay  her  rank  and  fortune  among't 
her  humble  relations  at  home,  to 
return  to  England,  and  in  t!ie  no- 
velty of  the  fcene,  he  hoped  to  find 
iVelL  fources  of  enjoyment.  He  ilt- 
tled  flrfl;  in  London,  but  that  ieat  of 
ind?pendance  was  little  fuitcd  lo  his 
haughty  dirpofidon.  Ul'ed  to  coni- 
mand,  to  be  furrounded  bv  fiatterei-s 
and  dependants,  to  be  flartd  ?t,  lol- 

lowed. 
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•owed,  talked  of;  he  was  dlfgufted 
with  the  familiarity  of  manner  with 
which  he  was  accofted,  was  aftoniflied 
at  the  tranquillity  withwhich  he  was 
allowed  to  drive  through  the  ftreets 
<jt  the  Metropolis,  and  was  irritated 
at  the  infolence  of  the  people,  whofe 
carriages  often  unadorned  by  coronets 
did  not  give  place  to  his.  His  pride 
could  not  endure  a  city  which  fub- 
jeciied  him  to  fuch  indignities.  He 
would  have  returned  to  Italy,  but 
the  report  of  war  alarmed  his  timid 
mind,  and  he  took  the  refolutlon, 
though  detefting  the  country,  of  re- 
tiring to  his  family  feat  in  Yorkllilre. 
There    in  disinified   folitude  he  had 

O 

pafl  feven  long  years  w^itli   icarcely 

any  fociety,  no  amuiement,  and  with 

VOL.  III.  L  evident 
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evident  injury  to  his  health,  long  ac- 
cuftomed  to  a  milder  climate.  To 
confole  him  for  thefe  loffes,  he  was 
the  richefl  man  within  twenty  miles, 
and  the  only  peer  in  that  neighbour- 
hood, the  greateft  part  of  which  be- 
longed to  himfelf  When  he  took 
the  air  in  his  coach  and  fix,  the  vil- 
lao;ers  flew  to  the  door  of  their  cot- 
tages,  flared  with  aftonifhment,  and 
bowed  at  humble  diftance.  The 
country  fquires  attended  his  levee 
days  with  regularity,  and  gratified 
his  ruling  pafTion  by  the  charming 
intermixture  of  "  my  Lord,''  and 
your  "  Lordjliip^''  in  every  fentence. 
In  fliort,  here  though  he  was  not  en- 
tertained he  was  yet  a  great  man,  and 
for  that  he  was  ready  to  make  every 

facrifice. 
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fdcrlfice.     During    his   refidence  at 
PoiBiers  he  loft  both  his  mother  and 
his  wife  ;  of  courfe  the  dulnefs  of  his 
life  had  encrealed.  He  did  not  deiga 
to  vifit   any  of  the  neighbourhood 
on  the  terms  of  intimate  famiHarity. 
His  whole  time  was  fpent  in  the  com- 
pany of  a  few  wretched  dependants. 
A  domeftic  chaplain,  a  phyfician  alfo 
attached  to  the  family,  for  he  was  a 
conftant  invalid,  and  two  or    three 
clergymen  of  adjoining  pariflics,  who 
paid  the  price  of  their  admiflion  to 
liis  fplendid  table  by  the  moft  fervile 
adulation  ;   thefe  formed   the  whole 
of  his  fociety.  His  conftitution  weak- 
ened by  the  effeminate  enjoyments 
of  his  former  life,  and  incapable  of 
fuftaining   t!ic    continued    kcennefs 
L  z  of 
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of  a  Northern  climate,  was  every 
day  declining,  when  the  fatal  account 
arrived.  In  Lord  Agincourt  all  his 
hopes  were  centered.  Proud  and 
ambitious,  he  flattered  himfelf  that 
his  fon,  whom  he  had  educated  at 
home,  and  had  afterwards  fent  abroad 
to  his  favourite  Italy,  would  make  a 
diftinguifhed  figure  as  a  political 
character,  and  render  flill  more  illuf- 
trious  the  honours  of  his  houfe. 
Lord  Agincourt  had  fine  talents, 
a  ]:)repolIliTing  figure,  and  elegant 
manners.  His  heart  was  not  bad  ; 
but  he  had  been  fo  Ions;  indulged 
in  every  early  gratification,  that  he 
could  not  endure  the  leaft  oppofition 
to  his  wi flics.  His  pafTions  v/ere 
ardent.  Lvery  thing  which  he  un- 
dertook 
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dertook  he  carried  to  extremes. 
Abroad  he  firft  contraded  the  habit 
of  play;  but  though  he  loft,  he  loft 
not  ftims  of  fufticient  importance  to 
excite  his  uneafinefs,  or  to  difguft 
him  with  the  purfuit.  On  his  return 
to  England  he  played  again.  In 
London  he  found  ample  op|X)rtu- 
nities  of  induls^ino;  this  fatal  inclina- 
tion ;  and  as  ulual  he  put  no  reftraint 
on  his  wifnes.  For  ibme  time  for- 
tune was  uncertain  ;  but  at  laft  form- 
ing an  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Dafn, 
who  purpofely  threw  himfelf  in  his 
wa}',  he  was  raili  enough  to  enter  tlie 
lifts  with  that  experienced  characler. 
Th.e  refult  we  have  already  ftalcd. 

Kaviiig  learnt  every  particular  of 

I.ord    Crclicy's  ftory,    Frederic   was 

I,    3  prq-aral 
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prepared  for  his  uncle.  On  the  fourtr^ 
day  after  their  arrival,  Darcvvell  and 
Latimer  were  informed  b)^  the  phy- 
fician  that  his  lordfliip  dcfired  to  fee 
them.  They  were  llicwn  into  hh 
apartment,  which  was  furniflied  with 
all  the  elegance  of  foreign  magnifi- 
cence. Lord  CiefTev  was  ftill  in  bed. 
A  little  emaciated  figure  rofe  on 
their  names  being  announced,  and 
fupported  on  his  pillows,  looked  with 
anxious  expectation  on  the  counte- 
nances of  his  vifitors.  Though  the 
Earl  was  fcarcely  fifty  years  old,  he 
had  already  the  appearance  of  a  veiy 
advanced  period  of  life.  With  a 
low  voice,  weakened  by  illnefs,  and 
humbled  by  diilrcfs,  he  fcintly  arti- 
culated :  "  Mr.  DarcwclJ,  it  is  a  lonc' 

"  lime 
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"  time  fince  I  favv  you  ;  I  thank  you 
*'  for  your  undertaking  this  journey ; 
*'  and  you  my  nephew,  the  laft,  the 
"  only  remaining  hope  of  an  illuf- 
"  trious  houfe."  He  fobbed  aloud, 
and  at  laft  added,  "  Come  here,  let 
"  me  behold  you  !'* 

He  ordered  the  curtains  to  be  un- 
drawn, and  gazed  with  apparent 
pleafure  on  the  manly  features  of  Fre- 
deric. "  Heavens,"  faid  he,  what  a 
rcfcmblance  !  the  name  of  Latimer  is 
fbampcd  on  your  countenance  !  "  how 
''  like  my  brother,  how  like  my  dear, 
*'  unfortunate,  never  to  be  fufficiently 
"  lamented  fon." 

He    was   fo    much    a2;itatcd    that 

o 

Darewell  and  Frederic  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  retire.    In  lefs  than  an  liour 
L  4  they 
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they  were  again  fent  for  -,  and  Lord 
CrefTey  examined  a  fecond  time  the 
features  of  his  nephew,  and  made  a 
thoufand  enquiries  about  his  hfe,  his 
education,  his  profeffion,  and  his  ad- 
ventures. From  this  time  he  was 
not  eafy  when  feparated  from  La- 
timer. The  hitter  became  inceffant 
in  his  attentions,  watched  his  illnefs, 
adminiilered  his  medicines,  and  en- 
deavoured to  diffipate  his  thoughts. 
Though  anxious  to  return  to  his 
beloved  Charlotte,  he  found  it  impof- 
fible  to  leave  the  houfc  of  mourning, 
the  bed  of  (icknefs.  Thus  circum- 
ilanced,  he  entreated  Mr.  Darewell 
to  go  back  without  liim,  and  to  make 
hisexcufes  to  his  amiable  relations; 
brit    his   gua'xlian    rcfuk'd    to   leave 

him 
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him  in  fo  melancholy  a  fituation,  and 
infifted  on  fliaring  the  painful,  the 
facred  tafk  he  had  undertaken. 

A  month  pad  Hovvly  on  in  this 
wretched  ftate ;  the  Earl  every  day 
became  worfe,  and  every  day  grew 
fonder  of  life  and  fonder  of  Frederic  j 
but  his  conftitution  always  weak,, 
and  loni2;  debilitated,  had  received  a. 
fnock,  from  which  it  could  not  re- 
cover ;  and  after  executing  a  will, 
which  he  had  direfted  to  be  drawn, 
leaving  the  v»'hole  of  his  fortunes  to 
his  nephew,  he  died  in  his  arms  with 
little  pain,  and  to  all  appearance  in- 
ienfible  of  his  difTolution. 

Though  Latimer  knew  little  of  his 

Uncle,  the  fituation  in  which  he  found 

liim,  and  the  duties  he  had  rendered 

8  him 
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him  during  his  illnefs,  created  fenti- 
ments  of  afFedion  and  pity  ;  and  his 
death  was  witnefled  with  the  fmcercfh 
regret. 

Frederic,  now  Earl  of  Creffey,  and 
mafter  of  an.  ample  fortune,  was 
more  than  ever  anxious  to  return  to 
London,  and  to  reap  the  only  advan- 
tage he  wifhed  to  derive  from  this 
fudden  change  in  his  affairs,  by 
proving  his  difmterefted  attachment 
to  Charlotte  ;  yet  neither  he  nor  Mi\ 
Darcwell  left  Yorkfliire  till  they  had 
paid  every  proper  refped:  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  deceafed  Lord. 

The  funeral  was  performed  with 
all  rhe  pomp  and  grandeur  with 
which  the  late  Earl  had  lived  ;  and 
the  generous   heart  of  his^fucceflbr 
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added  a  munificent  donation  to  the 
poor  of  the  adjoining  pariflies.  Aften 
performing  thefe  laftjthefe  folemn  du- 
ties, Darevvell  and  his  pupil  returned  at 
length  to  London.  Frederic,  thougli 
exalted  in  rank,  and  elevated  in  for- 
tune, was  unchanged  in  charader.. 
The  fame  fimple,  unaffeded  man- 
ners, and  the  fame  refpeftful  obe- 
dience to  his  former  guardian,  marked, 
.his  conduct.  The  latter  faw  with 
delight  that  Latimer  had  not  for- 
gotten his  early  inftruftions,  and 
that  profperity,  more  dangerous  even 
than  adverlity,  had  not  taken  from 
his  humility,  or  diminidied  the  luflre 
of  his  virtues. 

^Vhen  Frederic  and  Mr.  Darewell 
vc:iched  London,  they  drove  imme- 
diately 
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diately  to  the  Duke  of  Annan's, 
where  it  is  needlefs  to  fay  they  were 
anxioufly  expeded.  The  Duke  had 
heard  with  the  fincereft  joy  of  the 
good  fortune  of  his  generous  deli- 
verer ;  and  the  Duchefs  was  no  lefs 
dehghted  with  the  intelligence.  As 
to  Charlotte,  (lie  loved  Frederic  Co 
ardently,  for  himfcif  alone,  that 
though  happy  at  an  event  which 
muft  give  him  perfonal  fatisfliciion, 
yet  on  her  own  account  (lie  almoft 
regretted  the  alteration  which  hn.d 
taken  place  in  his  circumftances, 
fince  it  deprived  her  of  the  opportu- 
nity of  Hiewing  the  extent  of  her 
affcdlion.  She  fometimes  feared  that 
fo  great  an  elevation  might  change 
his  character,  and  render  him  fo  de- 
voted 
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voted  to  pleafure,  that  he  would  for- 
get the  objedt  of  his  early  attachment, 
and  no  longer  devote  himielf  to  her 
alone,  Her  apprehenfions  were  foon 
removed ;  on  his  arrival  he  only  bowed 
to  the  Duke  and  Duchefs ;  and  flying 
to  Lady  Charlotte,  fpoke  to  her 
with  more  marked  tendernefs  than 
he  ever  yet  had  ventured  to  fliew ; 
and  feemcd  fo  totally  occupied  with 
the  happinefs  of  feeing  her,  that  lie 
forgot  any  other  human  being  was 
preient.  He  was  recalled  to  him- 
ielf by  the  Diicbefs,  who  with  the 
];indcll  accent,  cxclaim.ed,  "  Upon 
"  my  word,  Frederic,  1  beg  pardon, 
*'  I  mean  my  Lord  Crcliey,  you 
*'  are  already  grown  fo  great  a  man, 
■^■*  xhat  you  have  entirely  forgotten 

"  vour 
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"  your  old  friend?.  You  have  been 
"  five  minutes  in  the  room,  without 
"  faying  a  fingle  word  either  to  the 
"  Duke  or  me."  Frederic  fmiled, 
and  pointing  to  Charlotte,  "  you 
"  fee,  Madam,"  faid  he,  "  my  beft, 
**  my  only  excufe,  pray  forgive  me  ; 
"  I  was  really  lb  delighted  at  feeing 
"  Charlotte,  that— that— "'he  hefi- 
tated. 

*'  Gh,  pray  no  apologies,"  replied 
(he  Duchefs,  "  I  admit  your  plea. 
"  I  am  never  fo  happy  as  when  I 
*'  find  myfelf  rivalled  by  my  daugh- 
"•  ter." 

Charlotte  bluflied,  and  took  the 
opportunity,     whilfl    Frederic    was 
fpeaking   to   her   mother,    to   wipe 
away  a  tear  of  joy  which  ftole  invo- 
luntarily 
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luntarlly  down  her  cheek.  The 
evening  paft  with  the  ufual  harmony 
which  attended  this  happy  little 
circle. 
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CHAP.     XXVII. 

I N  a  few  days  Lord  Crcirey  took  an 
opportunity,  which  was  readily  af- 
forded him,  of  declaring  his  attach- 
ment to  Lady  Charlotte.  Free  from 
affectation,  candid,  ingenuous,  flie 
did  not  attempt  to  conceal,  with 
miftaken  delicacy,  the  partiality  flie 
had  always  felt  for  him;  and  if  flie 
did  not  actually  confent  to  his  pref- 
Img  offer,  tlie  fmile  with  which  (lie 
referred  him  to  her  father  pro- 
nounced his  fuccefs. 

The  enraptured  Frederic  ficw  to 
the  Duke  of  Annan  ;  and  after  de- 
claring the  long,  the  ardent  afiection 

he 
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lie  entertained  for  his  daughter,  gave 
him  the  rental  of  the  eftates  to  which 
he  had  fucceeded,  and  defired  him 
to  name  the  whole,  if  he  thought 
fit,  for  the  jointure  of  Charlotte. 

The  Duke  of  Annan,  delighted 
at  an  event  which  he  had  anxioully 
defired  fince  his  firft  acquaintance 
with  Frederic,  affured  him,  that  he 
accepted  his  generous  propofals  with 
the  moft  heartfelt  pleafure ;  and  that 
in  giving  him  his  daughter,  he  at 
once  paid  a  debt  of  gratitude,  and 
law  her  happinefs  fecured.  "  But 
**  Frederic,"  continued  lie,  "  there 
"  is  one  condition  whicli  I  muft  an- 
"  Ik  X  to  my  confent."  "  Oh  name 
*'  il  quickly,"  cried  the  impatient 
Lord  Creliey,  "  what  is  there  I 
VOL.  in.  M  *'  vvill 
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**  will  not  do  to  deferve  the  felicity 
•*  of  being  your  fon-ln-law  ?" 

*'  Simply,"  rejoined  his  Grace, 
"  that  you  will  no  longer  refufe  to 
*'  accept  your  own  j  I  moan,  the 
"  moiety  of  your  grandfather's  for- 
"  tune,  which  fell  very  improperly 
■*'  to  me  at  my  brother's  death." 

"  Oh  talk  not  to  me  of  money," 
faid  Frederic,  "  I  have  already  m.ore 
**  than  I  can  poiTibly  fpend ;  nor 
*'  will  I  confent  to  deprive  you  of 
*'  the  fum  in  queftion,  v/hich  T  re- 
**  jectcd  in  my  poverty,  and  of  vv  hich 
"  I  have  now  no  want  whatever.'* 
The  Duke  prefied  tliis  point,  but 
Latimer  could  not  be  moved.  It 
was  ai:  length  agreed,  at  the  lliog-'- 
tioQ  of  Frederic,  after  an  amiable 

controverfv 
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controverfy  between  thefe  dlfintereft- 
ed  p^.riics,  th:it  this  money  fliould  be 
■aid  out  in  the  purchaie  of  an  eftatc 
whicii  now  bcippencd  to  be  on  fale 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  much- loved 
and  dearly-remembered  DawlKli,  to 
be  enjoyed  by  the  Bukc  and  Du- 
chefs  dmin^;  iheir  luc,  and  then  to 
defcend  to  their  daughter  and  Lord 
Crelley.  "  Tliere,"  fiid  Frederic, 
"'  vve  will  pais  with  ycu,  in  the 
*'  happy  fcencs  of  our  early  youth, 
*'  and  our  nril  attachn:ent,  thofe 
*'  fumm.ers  which  you  wili  not  fpend 
'^'  with  me  in  Ycrkfiiire.  I  know 
"  Charlotte  loo  -.veil  to  wifn  to  dc- 
"  prive  you  of  her  company." 

"  Amiable  young  man,"  cxciaim.- 

cd  the  Duke  of  Annan,  as  he  fiiook 

M  2  his 
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his  hand  with  cordial  warmth,  "  you 
"  have  forerun  my  wi flies.  You 
**  have  compleated  my  happinefs  by 
"  removing  the  only  alloy  which  mix- 
"  ed  itfelf  with  the  fatisfacflion  I  ex- 
"  perienced  in  giving  vou  my  daugh- 
*'  ter.  I  muft  confefs  I  was  felfidi 
"  enough  to  look  forward  to  the  mo- 
"  mentofpartingwith  Charlotte  with 
"  no  little  pain.  I  readily  accept  your 
"  kind  and  confiderate  propofition. 
''  Our  fummers  fliall  be  pafled  alter- 
"  nately  in  Yorklliire  and  Dcvon- 
"  fliire  i  and  in  winter  I  fuppofe 
"  both  the  Duchefs  and  Charlotte 
*'  will  wifn  to  be  in  London,  where 
"  our  parliamentary  duties  will  call 
*'  you  and  m.e.  There  I  hope  Mr. 
*'  Darewell  will  alfo  promife  to  fpend 

*'  three 
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*'  three  months  every  year  in  your 
"  family  or  mine."  As  he  fpokc 
that  venerable  man  came  into  the 
room,  and  readily  agreed  to  the  plan 
of  happinefs  Vv'hich  had  been  traced 
out  for  him.  He  heard  with  no  little 
joy  that  Frederic  had  declared  him- 
felf,  and  that  he  fliould  at  lad  fee 
the  objects  he  loved  mod  on  eartli 
united  by  one  tender  tie. 

If  any  thing  could  encreafe  Char- 
lotte's partiality  to  Frederic,  it  was 
this  kind  and  aileclionate  attention 
to  her  feelings.  To  have  been  parted 
from  her  venerable,  her  ineftirnablc 
parents,  would  have  been  indeed  to 
her  the  moil  painful  of  all  facrificcs. 
By  the  arrangement  now  propofcd 
her  happinefs  was  compleat ;  fne 
M   2  would 
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would  become  the  wife  of  the  man. 
whom  (lie  adored,  without  lofing  the 
fociety  of  the  bed  of  fathers,  the 
mofl  indulgent  of  mothers. 

As  to  the  Duchefs,  no  words  can, 
defcribe  the  joy  (lie  felt  at  this  long- 
wiihed-for  evep.t  j  and  the  plan  of 
hfe  fiigrgefied  by  Frederic  encreafed 
that  joy  to  the  higri'iert  pitch. 

Every  preparation  was  made  with 
fumptuous  nagnmcence;  forthiough 
Frederic  defpiicd  ihew  and  oftenta- 
tion  himfclf,  he  was  anxious,  fmce  he- 
could  do  To  without  imprudence,  to 
lliew  to  all  the  v/orld  the  hi£,]i  value 
he  (et  en  the  virtues  of  his  bride. 
The  mcfl;  elegant  equiprges,  the 
fineu  jewels,  and  a  ]:Ou!c  iurauned 
With  ccu-il  ta'l;c  and  lpl;;nvi-)r,  w-re 
3  ■  r:.:.;:J 
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€5rdered  for  her  ufe.  Lord  Creffey 
like  wife  infilled  on  making  as  a  Tet- 
tlement  on  Lady  Charlotte  (o  very 
large  a  provihon,  that  the  Duke  of 
Annan  long  objedled  to  it  as  un- 
rcaibnable.  When  the  deeds  were 
brought  for  execution,  his  Grace 
was  much  furprized  at  finding, 
that  the  original  fum,  wliich  he  had 
thought  exccmve,  was  doubled.  He 
imagined  it  was  a  mifiiake  of  the 
conveyancer,  and  defircd  him  to 
corrcft  it.  He  was  informed,  that 
tp.e  aheration  had  been  made  by 
his  Lordiliip's  exprefs  direftion. 
"  Deny  me  not,"  cried  the  gene- 
rous r'rederic,  "  the  fatisfadion  I 
''  L.Ae  given  myfeU^'in  thus  proving 
^^  L'j  Ciiarl'jite  the  extent  of  my  at- 
M  4  "  tachment, 
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"  tachment ;  money  Is  of  little  ufe 
*'  but  as  it  affords  us  the  means 
"  of  promoting  the  happinefs  of 
"  others." 

This  noble  fentlment  he  followed 
«p  in  all  his  other  concerns.  The 
elder  Mr.  Decring  had  paid  him  tlic 
remainder  of  his  debt,  and  with  tears 
of  gratitude  repeated  his  thanks  and 
expreffed  his  congratulations,  Frede- 
ric knew  that  his  ion,  his  much-loved 
Edward,  had  long  been  attached  to 
an  amiable  young  girl  of  good  fa- 
mily and  fm.all  fortune ;  and  that 
their  union  had  hitherto  been  pre- 
vented by  the  mediocrity  of  their 
clrcumftances.  He  cjtermincd  to 
employ  the  money  he  had  jufh  re- 
ceived from  his  venerable  parent  la 

proiriOiirs; 
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promoting  his  happinefs.  Edward, 
always  intended  for  the  church,  had 
lately  taken  orders  ;  it  occurred, 
therefore,  to  Lord  Creffey,  that  the 
mofh  acceptable  mode  of  enabling" 
him  to  marry  the  woman  he  loved, 
would  be  to  procure  him  ecclefiafti- 
cal  preferment.  Having  no  bene- 
fice vacant  in  his  own  gift,  and  anxi- 
ous that  he  fhould  be  fettled  in  tlie 
neighbourhood  of  one  of  his  refi- 
dcnces,  he  wrote  into  Devonfliire  and 
Yorklhire,  giving  orders,  that  if  the 
prcfentation  to  a  living  in  the  vicinity 
of  cither  could  be  obtained,  it  fhould 
be  purchiifed  at  any  price.  His  ftew- 
ard  informed  him,  that  a  rectory, 
v.'iLnia  ftve  miles  of  Pcc-^ors  Caftle 
was  to  be  di-'   :-ed  oii  Lu:  as  it* 

annual 
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annual  value  was  conliderable,  five 
thoufand  pounds  were  afked  by  the 
patron  for  the  prefentatlon.  Frede- 
ric did  not  helitate ;  and,  inclofing 
a  draft  for  the  money,  directed  that 
his  friend  Iliould  be  immediately: 
named. 

When  he  had  obtained  his  an- 
poii'tment  with  all  the  requihte 
form?,  and  not  till  then,  he  in- 
formed Edward  Decring,  and  con- 
gratulated him  on  his  preferment. 

The  feelings  of  the  two  friends  it 
will  be  needlefs  to  dcfcribe  ;  faiiics 
it  to  lay,  that  one  had  not  more 
fieafure  in  receiving,  than  the  other 
n  bellowing  this  generous  teflimony 
of  grateful  af:jc:lon.  It  was  fettled, 
that  the  lame  dav  which  gave  Char- 

IcttQ 


FREDERIC     LATIMER.  I?!-' 

iotte  to  Lord  Crcffe}'-,  fliould  unite 
the  amiable  Edward  to  his  affianced- 
bride  ;  and  in  both  cafes  Mr.  Dare- 
well  claimed  the  privilege  of  per- 
forming the  ceremony. 

The  Duchefs  dowager  of  Annan, 
whofe  reigning  paiTion  was  vanity,. 
faw  the  elevation  of  her  fon  with  as 
much  plcafure  as  fne  v/as  capable 
of  experiencing  from  any  event  in 
which  (he  v/as  not  perfonally  and 
immeiliately  concerned.  As  Char- 
lotte was  become  the  daughter  of 
a  Duke,  and  Frederic  no  longer  re- 
quired any  affjlance  from  her  to- 
wards the  completion  of  his  happi- 
nci5,  ihe  fan(^tioned  with  her  apprc- 
b'-tion  a  marriage,  to  which,  if  the 
Ibnncr   had    continued   the   finiplc 

Mii^ 
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Mifs  Murray,  or  the  latter  a  de- 
pendant on  her  bounty,  fhe  would 
have  objedled  with  her  ufual  vio- 
lence. It  was  indeed  ftill  a  fubjecb 
of  mortiiication  to  her  to  be  the 
mother  of  a  married  man,  which 
flie  knew  would  give  her  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  old  ;  but  as  this 
v/as  a  circumflancc  beyond  her  pow- 
er, (he  thought  it  befl:  to  appear  de- 
lighted at  an  event  which  in  her 
heart  flie  fmcerely  regretted.  As 
to  herfelf,  convinced,  againfl  her  will, 
by  the  letter  which  Mr.  Darewell 
(lid  not  fail  to  fend  her,  of  the  cha- 
radterand  real  ftuation  of  Mr.  Dafli, 
file  had  tl^.e  iatent  prudence  to  rc- 
fLilc  him  her  hand ;  but  not  till  the 
flcr}',  i.T.provcd  by  a  thouiand  happy- 
addition?. 
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additions,  had  circulated  through  al! 
the  faQiionable  world,  and  rendered 
her  the  ridicule  and  common-place 
topic  of  half  the  town.  Whether 
nature  will  at  laft  awaken  in  her 
breaft  the  dormant  affe<5lions  of  a 
mother,  and,  concentrating  her 
thoughts  in  the  family  of  Frederic, 
teach  her  to  defpife  the  follies  of 
high  life  and  the  temptations  of 
pleafure  ;  or  whether,  on  the  other 
hand,  ftill  guided  by  her  wonted 
fondnefs  for  diflipation,  (lie  will 
again  launch  forward  into  the  vor- 
tex of  gaiety,  and  perhaps  form  an 
attachment  to  fome  other  wortulcfs 
character,  on  whom  fhe  may  laviili 
the  wealth  to  which  Lord  Crclfey 

has 
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has  io  tail"  a  claim,  time,  and  time 
.alone,  can  determine. 

Both  Frederic  and  the  Duke  cf 
Annan  wilhed  to  have  obtained  for 
Mr.  Darev.'cll  ibme  preferment  of 
dignity  and  importance  ;  but  he  re- 
fulcd  to  deiert  his  much-loved  pa- 
riin  of  Dawllm,  where  he  had  pafled 
fo  many  years  refpected,  loved,  and 
efieemed  ;  the  fcene  of  his  fliort- 
livcd  enjoyment  of  domeftic  blif^, 
cf  hi:  facred  grief,  and  of  the  grow- 
ing virtues  of  Frederic  and  Char- 
lotte. E!achj  however,  inilucd  that 
he  fnould  accept  an  annuity  of 
^^.500,  as  a  fymbol  of  their  lafling 
rc2,ard  and  heartfelt  gratitude.  P<.e- 
.peatedly  urged  to  agree  to  this  prc- 

pofition. 
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"pofition,  Mr.  Darevvell  at  length  cie- 
•clarcd,  that  he  would  prove  the  high 
opinion  he  entertained  of  both  in 
confcnring  to  their  generous  propo- 
i:tion.  "  I  have  never  3'et,"  laid 
he,  "  in  a  lop.g  life  of  feventy  years, 
■*'  condefcended  to  accept  a  pecuni- 
"  ary  favour  from  any  man.  In 
■**  making  this  nrft,  this  fingular 
"  exception  to  my  general  rule,  I 
*'  w'lih  to  fliew  to  the  world,  that 
*'  there  are  men,  though  they  are 
■*'  rarely  met  with,  to  whom  it  is 
*'  an  honour  to  be  indebted.  As  for 
"  this  increau:  ot  income,  the  only 
"  real  fatisflidion  I  (liali  derive  from 
*'  it,  for  my  wants  are  but  few,  will 
*'  be,  that,  as  your  almoner,  I  (hall 
""  have  the  luxury  of  relieving  the 

**  dillrelfed. 
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*'  diftrefled,  the  unfortunate,  and 
**  the  fatherlefs.  In  thus  enabling 
*'  me  to  diftribute  your  bounty,  you 
*'  do  Indeed  afford  me  a  fenfible  gra- 
**  tification." 

Determined  to  fcatter  round  him 
the  feeds  of  happinefs,  Frederic  re- 
membered that  he  had  fome  hum- 
bler friends,  to  v.hofe  welfare  he 
ought  alfo  to  attend.  Mrs.  Mar- 
tin, who  in  his  early  youth  had  faved 
his  life  at  WeRminfter,  by  her  ten- 
der attentions  when  he  was  neglefled 
and  abandoned-  by  his  mother,  he 
enquired  after  with  folicitude ;  and 
finding  that  the  boarding  houfe 
which  fnc  kept  had  iliiled,  and  that 
flie  was  in  ccnfiderable  diftref;, 
he  fettled  011  her  an  handfcme  an- 

nuitv, 
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nulty,  and  thus  fweetened  the  even- 
ing of  life  to  a  worthy  and  fufFering 
female. 

Deborah,  the  faithful  Deborah, 
who,  originally  the  nurfe,  was  after- 
wards the  attendant  of  Charlotte,  by 
whofe  interceffion  it  will  be  recol- 
le(5led  Frederic  had  firftan  opportu- 
nity of  "  telling  his  love,"  was  not 
forgotten.  She  was  offered  a  fimilar 
gratuity,  but  the  poor  creature 
l;ncw  of  no  happinefs  equal  to  tint  of 
waiting  on  her  miflrcfs,  and  rt  was 
at  laft  fettled,  that  (lie  fhould  be 
houfekeepcr  to  the  family  in  London, 
with  a  hbcral  falary.  by  which  means 
flic  would  be  able  to  fpend  the  half 
of  every  year  under  the  immediate 
f  yc  of  iicr  adored  lad  v. 

VOL.  III.  N  There 
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There  was  flill  another  perforiy 
who,  though  ihe  had  injured,  liad 
once  been  loved  by  Frederic.  This, 
according  to  his  romantic  ideas  of 
generofity,  gave  her  a  claim  to  his 
exertions,  and  he  determined  to  en- 
quire whether  the  imprudent  Lady 
Ann  Routley  was  in  any  diftrefs. 
He  Toon  learnt  that,  abandoned  by 
her  unfeeling  fed ucer,  (lie  had  ex- 
perienced all  the  fad  viciffitudes  of 
fortune,  to  which  the  lives  of  thofe 
who  are  very  improperly  called  IFo- 
mm  of  Pleafure  are  daily  fubjcd:,  and 
that  Die  was  at  this  time  a  prifoner 
in  the  Fleet,  with  fcarcely  the  com- 
mon neccfiaries  oi  life.  Lord  Cref- 
fey  entreated  Mr.  Dar£7,-ell  to  go  to 
that  fcene  of  wretchedncfs,  to  rc- 
4  iieve 
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Heve-  the  unfortunate  viGlim  of  vi* 
clous  education,  and  to  entreat  her 
acceptance   of  'an  annuity   of  twd 
hundred  per  annum,  only  fubjefl  to 
one  condition,  that  flie  fhould  aban- 
don her  former  mode  of  life,  and' 
fhould  retire  to  fome  diftant  county. 
The  venerable  Mr.  Darewell,  ever 
ready  to  affift  the  unfortunate,  did' 
not   think    this    commiffion    unbe- 
coming his  charafter,.  and  luidertock 
it   with  readinefs.      He  found  the 
once  elegant  Lady  Ann  lying  on  a* 
mifcrable  bed  half  made  of  flraw,ia 
a  comfortlefs  garret  at  the  fummit  of 
the  prifon.     The  winter  Vvas  far  ad- 
vanced, Hie  had  no  fire,  fcarcely  any 
clothes ;  and   wretched  as   were  thr: 
rags  v.'hich  fcrved  lier  as  blanketr, 

iT    Z  thcN'- 
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they  were  reforted  to  as  the  only 
fheker  againfl  the  weather.  When 
.Mr.  Darevvell,  with  his  afual  good- 
nefs,  unfolded  to  her  the  obje6t  of 
liis  vifit,  fne  could  fcarcely  believe 
the  reality  of  what  flie  heard.  Hope 
had  long  deprived  her  of  its  flat- 
tering protedlion,  and,  driven  to  de- 
fpair,  death  was  the  only  relief  fiie 
afked  or  expedled.  Darewell  ap- 
peared fome  guardian  angel,  and  it 
was  long  before  her  agitated  fenlcs 
could  be  perfuaded  that  the  fuccour 
now  offered,  was  not  fome  cruel  jefi 
praftifed  to  increafe  her  mifery. 
When  (he  heard  to  whom  fhe  was 
to  owe  her  liberty,  fhe  exdaimed 
with  frantic  violence — "  Latimer's 
*'  curfes  J  could  have  endured,  but 

''  hl:^ 
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"  his  generofity  wounds  me  to  the 
*'  foul.  My  heart  now  feels  the  in- 
"  jury  I  meditated,  in  its  blacked 
*'  hue,  and  every  fentiment  of  gra- 
"  titude  I  willi  to  exprefs,  rifes  up 
**  in  condemnation  of  my  former  ini- 
"  quity."  Darewcli  confoled  the 
trembling  penitent  with  the  mild- 
nefs  of  his  words,  and  the  comforts  of 
religion.  When,  at  lad,  ihe  was  fuf- 
ficiently  recovered,  he  removed  her 
from  the  gaol,  and  had  her  lod:i,cd 
and  provided  with  every  conveni- 
ence at  an  hotel,  till  a  retreat  could 
be  found  for  her  in  the  country. 
By  the  unwearied  pains  of  that 
worthy  man,  a  fituation  was  procur- 
ed in  a  clergyman's  family  flir 
(diflant  from  London,  and  Lord 
N  3  Creflcy's 
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Grefley's  liberal  allowance,  which  is 
often  increafed  by  prefents  at  dif- 
ferent periods  of  the  year,  enables 
her  to  live  with  comfort,  and  to  ob- 
fcrve  the  prudence  and  propriety, 
which  have  been  fo  dearly  taught 
her  in  the  fchool  of  advcrfity.  From 
her  Mr.  Darewell  was  informed, 
that  the  Baronet,  after  fucceeding  to 
the  jointure  of  his  mother,  who  died 
four  years  fince,  had  foon  left  that 
alfo  at  a  celebrated  race  at  Nev/- 
market,  in  which  the  hiowwg  ones 
were  taken  in.  He  then  entered 
deeply  into  the  confpiracies  of  Mr. 
Wifeman,  v»-bo  was  become  more 
defperate  than  ever,  owing  to  the 
death  of  Lady  Steel,  and  the  confe- 
quent  deprivation   of  her  fortune. 

Having 
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Having  at  laft  ventured   to  forge  a 
will,  by  which .  an  eftate  was  pre- 
tended to  have  been  bequeathed  to 
Sir  William,  the  fraud  was  on  the 
trial  of  the  •  caiife  difcovered.     The 
Baronet  efcaped  by  getting  out-  of  ■ 
court  in  time.     He  mounted  Ctte 
of  his  fleeteft  horf^s^  gaiioppcd  to 
the   water- fide,   and   embarked  on 
board  a'Guineaman  juft  failing  for- 
the  coaft  of  Africa.     From  thence,' 
in  a  fiave  fliip,  he  commenced  his 
pa-fiage  to  the  Weft  Indies,  in  hopes 
of  getting  employment  in  fome  of 
the  iilands,  or  excrcifing  his  ufual 
ti;ients    in    defrauding    the    officers 
-quartered    there.     On    the    voyage 
jie  was  feized  with  one  cf  tbofe  fe- 
vers 
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vers  fo  prevalent  in  (hips  of  this  de- 
fcription,  and  thus  ended  his  mile- 
Table  career.  Mr.  Wifeman,  having 
had  the  effrontery  to  ftay  in  Weft- 
minfter  Hall  whilfl  the  validity  of 
the  will  was  difcuffing  which  he  had 
fabricated,  was  taken  on  the  fpot, 
and  committed  to  Newgate,  in  or- 
der to  be  tried  at  the  next  Old 
Bailey  Seflions,  for  a  capital  crime 
never  pardoned,  and  on  evidence 
which  admits  of  no  doubt. — Mr. 
Darewell  alfo  learnt  from  her  unfor- 
tunate daughter,  that  Lady  Game- 
(hire,  after  having  had  herPharo  ta- 
ble deftroyed  by  the  magiftrates, 
was  left  without  any  means  of  ex- 
igence (for  her  fortune   had   long 

lince 
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fince  been  confumcd)  and  loaded 
with  debt,  had  retired  to  Italy^ 
where  it  was  fuppofed  (he  had  been 
either  killed  or  taken  prifoner  by 
the  French. 

Lord  CrelTey  having,  by  every  me- 
thod in  his  power,  fecured  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  thole  with  whom  he  was  in 
any  degree  conneded,  faw  at  length- 
the  day  arrive  which  was  to  perfecft 
his  own.  From  the  venerable  Mr, 
Darewcll,  lanclioned  by  the  approv- 
ing prerence  of  the  Duke  and  Du- 
chefs  of  Annan,  he  received  the  hand 
of  his  faithful  Charlotte,  and  imme- 
diate] y  fct  cut  for  Davviifn,  the  feat 
oi"  I! is  early  love. 

I'Alv.ard  Dccrin;^  was,  at  the  fame 

time. 
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lime,  united  to  the  objed:  of  his 
choice,  and  after  the  ceremony 
commenced  his  journey  to  York- 
fliire,  in  order  to  take  poffefTion  of 
the  hving  to  which  he  had  been  fo 
generoufly  prefented  by  i.is  noble 
friend. 

Frederic  welcomed  the  morning 
c>f  his  felicity  by  a  fplendid  a6l  of 
ciiarity.  On  coming  to  the  title  of 
Creflcy,  he  bad  left  the  Guards,  and 
had  been  ap|)oinlcd  to  the  command 
of  a  regiment  of  Militia.  The  pur- 
ciiafe  money  of  liis  commiffion,  he 
direded  to  be  diilributcd  amonrd 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  tlie  gal- 
lant lailors  who  had  died,  "as  his- 
brave   j^lhc:  fcl!,"    in  the  caulc  of 

their 
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their  countrj^ ;  and  a  fecond  vifiory 
gained  by  his  friend  Sir  George  Ar- 
dent, afforded  objctfls  for  his  muni- 
ficence. 


THE     END. 
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